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National Chess Week was proclaimed by unanimous consent in the US Senate on Friday, October 4 for the week of October 7 through 13, 2013 and the week was celebrated across the nation with movie screenings, fundraising events, tournaments and social events.








While the official week started with PBS airing the film “Brooklyn Castle” on Monday night, festivities kicked off a day early on Sunday, Oct. 6 in Silver Spring, MD. Maryland State Senator Jamie Raskin hosted a screening of the film, a panel discussion and then had free chess play in the city’s main shopping center for the afternoon. Fittingly, “Brooklyn Castle” also closed out Chess Week in the same Silver Spring, MD theater where it was presented at the AFL-CIO film festival and honored for its “positive portrayal of working class children.”
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At Gompers Preparatory Academy in San Diego, over 350 students (mostly non-chess players) watched the Brooklyn Castle movie and then discussed how the themes in the film might relate to their own lives. Then the chess team partnered with another school, Keiler Leadership Academy, to celebrate National Chess Day as a day to build connections and friendships. Forty students from KLA and Gompers played nearly 100 games in 3 sections.








In Wisconsin the scholastic chess federation held a 2 day chess camp for 14 students in Sheboygan. According to organizer Charles Windsor “Most were beginners so having a camp early in the season worked out very well.”
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In New Mexico, the celebration was held at the New Mexico Farm and Ranch Museum in Las Cruces and kicked off with two area coaches playing simuls. Matt Grinberg played 9 opponents simultaneously while Jason Kammerdiner took on 5 boards.  As games ended, players were replaced with others who had been waiting.  Jason played about 15 games winning them all.  Matt played about 25 games conceding only a draw to Danielle from Manny Castillo's Las Cruces Chess Academy. This was followed by the I-10 Showdown pitting a team of players from Southern New Mexico against a team of players from El Paso. (El Paso won!)








Several events were held as fundraisers. In Bellevue, WA Chess4Life held a 100 board simul to raise funds for an elementary school in Nanning, China.
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In York, PA the Royal Rooks Scholastic Chess Club, run by Rev. Dr. Michael Koplitz, hosted a tournament and canned food drive with 33 kids bringing over 120 cans of food to give as part of a larger community effort during Christmas. 
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Brewer Community School in Maine hosted its first National Chess Week Tournament as a fundraiser for the Brewer School Chess Team with 28 students from the area participating. 








In Birmingham AL, 37 chess kids from around the state converged in the food court of the Brookwood Village Mall for a tournament that made chess a spectator sport for passing shoppers and raised money for the local hospital, Children’s of Alabama.








Also in Alabama, Country Knights Chess Club held its first National Chess Week Scholastic Chess Tournament in St. Clair County. Moody High School Principal Ms. Cheryl Kyuk provided school's lunchroom and 54 scholastic chess players representing 12 schools and 2 chess clubs participated. 
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And in Birmingham, AL the Birmingham Veterans Medical Center (VAMC) held a free chess event for veterans. Chess instructor and VAMC chess and mind sports coach Michael Ciamarra presented a proclamation from the office of Governor Robert Bentley which declared October 12 Chess Day in Alabama. Among the governor’s comments in the proclamation was the acknowledgement of chess as a “unique recreational therapy for individuals with traumatic brain injuries, the blind and the elderly.” 
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Held in the Atrium (also known as the Garden Room) of the Birmingham VAMC, the location was chosen for its high visibility and easy access. Families, visitors, and personnel were coming and going and watching the veterans play chess drew lots of attention with people stopping to look at the games in progress or ask questions about chess. Complimentary copies of Chess Life, brochures about the US Chess Federation, and ‘how to play’ pamphlets were given out to all. 
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In West Virginia the National Chess Week Scholastic Tournament featured Advait (Adi) Patel, age 11 and rated over 2100 in the Open section. Adi is the top player in the State.








Organizer Craig Timmons opened the event with an explanation of the history of National Chess Day going back to President Gerald Ford, and a round of applause for WV Senator Jay Rockefeller who has introduced the Senate proclamation each year since the event was revived four years ago. A letter from Senator Rockefeller citing the many benefits of chess was read and then posted for all to see. “This is a pastime that West 








Virginians of all ages can enjoy, and can teach to their friends, neighbors, children and grandchildren. And I join with you all in helping celebrate National Chess Day,” the Senator wrote. 








Forty-seven players participated in 2 sections for the 2 day National Chess Week tournament at the Portland Chess Club, filling the club to capacity.  Winner of the Open Section was Lennart Bjorksten, with 4.5 points out of 5.  Winner of the Reserve (U1800) section with a perfect 5-point score was youngster Venkat Doddapaneni. 








In Flagstaff, AZ 80 players competed in 4 sections in the Stubenrauch/Schneider National Chess Day Memorial Chess Tournament.
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In 2008, massive floods devastated Cedar Rapids, Iowa with a number of city buildings lost including the public library. The library limped along for 5 years in a temporary storefront and reopened in their new building in August of this year. The Cedar Rapids Chess Club began meeting at the public library's temporary location in 2011 and was able to move with the library into their new building in August 2013 and host their very first National Chess Week event at the new facility with 30 people competing in the Iowa State Blitz Championship.








In Illinois the Kenosha Chess Association hosted a day of classes, a simul and a casual tournament at the Kenosha Public Library while in the Milwaukee, WI suburb of Hales Corners, the Southwest Chess Club drew players from across the region to compete in Challenge XVIII.








Ohio State University at Marion, joined forces with the Marion Technical College and Marion Chess Club to host a free National Chess Week tournament in the Albert Student Center on the OSU Marion campus. Thirty players participated and the attention is helping the chess club expand, according to director Larry Edington. He said they sent out fliers to local high schools and the local newspaper featured an interview with Elgin Middle School teacher Kim Cornelius who said she has incorporated chess into her language arts program for 16 years. Mrs. Cornelius said she starts off most school years with a chess-themed movie and gives writing assignments based on the film. 








The class discusses other literary elements such as characters, narrative and setting, all while brewing interest in a game that has been played for centuries.








An outdoor event in the mountains of East Flat Rock in western North Carolina attracted 21 players from Tennessee, South Carolina, and Charlotte. Most players had 18 rated games including blitz-, quick-, and dual-rated tournaments.  Organizer Kevin Hyde reports “There was lots of chess and lots of fun starting with a thirteen player blitz round robin, finishing with a three round action swiss, and several quick quads in between. NM Klaus Pohl won both the rated blitz round robin and the action swiss.”
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The 2013 Orlando Autumn Open & National Chess Day Scholastic event attracted 118 players and paid out 83.1% of the advertised $7000 prize fund with top honors going to John Ludwig who received $831 for his effort. The young Canadian Master Erik Tan came down from Alberta for the event and tied with Makaio Krienke for 2nd with each receiving $332. Amy Tsai was also in the money winning the Under 2000 section 1.5 points ahead of the rest of the field.








The USCF would like to extend our thanks once again to Senators Jay Rockefeller (D-WV) and Lamar Alexander (R-TN) for taking the lead on the National Chess Week proclamation in the Senate and particularly Sen. Rockefeller’s assistant Sarah Shive who was our coordinating contact this year. And thanks to all the organizers, the ones mentioned, and the ones we are still getting reports in from, for your efforts to bring chess to people of all ages in communities across the USA.



 



Look for part II of our National Chess Day round-up later this week with coverage on events in Tucson, Memphis, Atlanta and Birmingham. 
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  

											

							



		 

				

		    

  



  
  
  		
			

	
			


	
   	
		

		

				
			
	Home Page
	Shop USCFSales
	New to Chess?
	Chess Life Magazine
	Chess Life Kids
	Chess Life Online
	Players & Ratings
	Invitational Information
	Upcoming National Events
	Past National Events
	FIDE Information
	Clubs & Tournaments
	Scholastic / College
	About US Chess
	Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
	Forums

		

		  		
			
	
		
        	
			
				Username			
			

			
			

			
				Password			
			

			
			

			
			
				Remember me			
			

			
        	
        	
           	  
        	
        	
        	
        	
        	
        	

		
	
			
				Lost Password?
		
	
				
  No web account yet?				
					Site Registration
			


	
			

		  

    

  





		
				PrivacyDonateEmployment Opportunities RSS

		

				
			© Copyright 2007-2015 United States Chess Federation. All rights reserved.

		

		





