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				SAINT LOUIS, February 15, 2011 -- All but two spots have been confirmed for the 2011 U.S. Championship, scheduled to be held concurrently with the U.S. Women's Championship in Saint Louis April 13-28, and two significant surprises have helped shape a dynamic field that will compete for more than $166,000 in prizes.



Two-time U.S. Champion GM Hikaru Nakamura, currently ranked number one in the U.S. by rating, declined his invitation to play in this year's championship, citing a desire to focus on working toward his ultimate goal of one day winning the World Championship.



The other surprise: GM Yasser Seirawan, a four-time U.S. Champion and former World Championship contender, has accepted a wild card invitation. Seirawan, who hasn't played a major tournament since the 2003 "Kings and Queens" match in China, cited two reasons for his interest.



"First, it is a great event, and I wanted to thank the good folks at the Chess Club and Scholastic Center of Saint Louis for all their wonderful work," he said. "Secondly, I got bored watching the young lions at play and felt the urge to join them."



Reigning U.S. Champion Gata Kamsky, who is scheduled to take on Bulgarian GM Veselin Topolav in a World Championship Candidate's Match in May, will defend his crown. Kamksy said he felt the strong field at this year's U.S. Championship would serve as an excellent primer for his match against Topalov the following month.



The second wild card invitation was accepted by the GM-in-residence at the Chess Club and Scholastic Center of Saint Louis (CCSCSL), Ben Finegold. Ten players will compete for the final two invitations to the 2011 U.S. Championship at the Saint Louis Invitational, a round-robin tournament scheduled to be held at the Chess Club and Scholastic Center of Saint Louis March 4-9.



In addition to the two invitations, the players will compete for more than $10,000 in prizes.



The 10 players competing for the final two spots are as follows:



    * GM Alejandro Ramirez

    * GM Gregory Kaidanov

    * GM Joel Benjamin

    * GM Julio Becerra

    * GM Eugene Perelshteyn

    * GM Ray Robson

    * GM Melikset Khachiyan

    * GM Jesse Kraai

    * IM Michael Brooks

    * FM Darwin Yang



The Saint Louis Invitational will overlap the Bill Wright Saint Louis Open, a strong open tournament that will be held at the CCSCSL March 4-6 and will feature more than $7,300 in prizes.



The field for the 2011 U.S. Championship is as follows:



    * GM Gata Kamsky

    * GM Alex Onischuk

    * GM Varuzhan Akobian

    * GM Yasser Seirawan

    * GM Yury Shulman

    * GM Jaan Ehlvest

    * GM Alex Stripunsky

    * GM Larry Christiansen

    * GM Robert Hess

    * GM Alex Shabalov

    * GM Alexander Ivanov

    * GM-elect Sam Shankland

    * GM Ben Finegold

    * IM Daniel Naroditsky

    * TBD: Winner of Saint Louis Invitational

    * TBD: Runner-up of Saint Louis Invitational



IM Irina Krush, who received an automatic invitation to the 2011 U.S. Championship for winning the 2010 U.S. Women's Championship, declined her invitation and instead elected to defend her title at the 2011 U.S. Women's Championship. The field of eight women will be playing for a total prize fund of more than $60,000 and is as follows:



    * IM Irina Krush

    * IM Anna Zatonskih

    * IM Rusadan Goletiani

    * WGM Camilla Baginskaite

    * WIM Tatev Abrahamyan

    * WIM Sabina Foisor

    * FM Alisa Melekhina

    * WIM Iryna Zenyuk



In addition to the intense tournament action offered by these two prestigious events, tournament organizers will once again host a $10,000 Blitz tournament April 25 that will feature players from both the U.S. Championship and the U.S. Women's Championship.



Access to the tournament is free for annual members of the CCSCSL, or an all-access pass can be purchased for $100, which includes the following:



    * A ticket to the Opening Ceremony and Closing Ceremony ($50 value)

    * Access to all rounds and playoffs ($140 value)

    * A year membership to the CCSCSL ($80 value)



Individual tickets to the Opening and Closing Ceremonies are available for $25 apiece, and individual rounds can be accessed for only $10/day, which includes refreshments, access to live grandmaster commentary and access to the tournament playing hall.



For more information, please visit www.saintlouischessclub.org. 
			



		 

				
			Read or Write Comments on this Article
(1 so far)		

				
			[image: Advertisement]		

		



  
  
  		
			

February  - Chess Life Online 2011

Chess Without Borders Help Build Future for Meher Hikaru Nakamura in Memphis:  An Interview with the Man with a Key to the City Banawa and Wang Earn IM Norms at Metropolitan Invitational An Amateur Invades the World Amateur Team Championship USC Takes Down Amateur Team West Pascal on Bermuda:  A Two-Hour Trip to Chess Paradise Bryan Smith Earns GM Norm in Bulgaria  10K US Championship Blitz is Back:  April 25, Saint Louis US Amateur Team North:  The Bell Tolls for Azbel Over UChicago Team on TiebreakA West Orange Krush at the US Amateur Team East Armageddon Your Pieces Takes Amateur Team South on Tiebreak over Team Nobody Borders Chess Stories Day Two of the USATE:  Names, Gimmicks, and Games US Amateur Team East Features Seven GMs  Website Updates on MSA and Spring Nationals Lipstick Checkmate:  A Trailer for Play Like a Girl! Larry Christiansen Wins Bermuda Open The Chess Party of the Year is About to BeginUS Championships Update:  Fields Nearly Set Valentine's Day Box of Chess LinksGrandmasters Go Sundancing Irina's Gibraltar Gallery Pairings for Candidate Matches Official:  Kamsky-Topalov Rematch  Spring Online Collegiate Champs New Denker Website! Chess in the Ivy LeagueIrving Chernev’s Only Chess Problem? (And a Little Aside on Kolty)The February Check is in the Mail Best of CLO 2010:  #1 A Tuesday Tradition at the Mechanics InstituteDr. Frank Brady on Bobby Fischer 
		

				
							
					Announcements				

				
			
					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  

											

							



		 

				

		    

  



  
  
  		
			

	
			


	
   	
		

		

				
			
	Home Page
	Shop USCFSales
	New to Chess?
	Chess Life Magazine
	Chess Life Kids
	Chess Life Online
	Players & Ratings
	Invitational Information
	Upcoming National Events
	Past National Events
	FIDE Information
	Clubs & Tournaments
	Scholastic / College
	About US Chess
	Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
	Forums

		

		  		
			
	
		
        	
			
				Username			
			

			
			

			
				Password			
			

			
			

			
			
				Remember me			
			

			
        	
        	
           	  
        	
        	
        	
        	
        	
        	

		
	
			
				Lost Password?
		
	
				
  No web account yet?				
					Site Registration
			


	
			

		  

    

  





		
				PrivacyDonateEmployment Opportunities RSS

		

				
			© Copyright 2007-2015 United States Chess Federation. All rights reserved.

		

		





