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Pre-Olympiad reports suggested all sorts of horrors awaited chess
players arrival in Khanty Mansiysk but the half-finished hotels and
poor food have not materialized. Certainly the handling of the charter
flights was a case study in how to create a disaster. The changes in
scheduling up to the last moment created hardships both financial and
personal as tickets to the charter locations had to be changed and many
players had to pull all nighters in transit halls, but in the end
everyone made it to Siberia safely.

 

The weather was surprisingly warm and sunny with daytime temperatures
in the 60s when we first arrived four days ago but has given way to
freezing rain. There is still time for a taste of real Siberian
weather. Several members of the American team played in the 2009 World
Cup held last November where the temperatures were as low as -30!
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Khanty Mansiysk is one of the wealthiest cities in Russia despite
having been in existence for less than a hundred years. One statistic
that I have heard several times in my time here is that the 60,000
people in the region account for 2 percent of Russia's GDP with oil and
natural gas driving the economy of the region.

 

While much is going well here the decision to allow multiple Russian
teams has stirred up some controversy. FIDE regulations allow the host
organizer a second team as a reward for organizing the event with the
possibility of a third team - if, and only if - the starting list of
teams is odd. The Russians jumped the gun several months ago by
announcing a third team and  when the pairings were announced prior to
round one an unprecedented 5(!) teams were representing Mother Russia.
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Usually a second or third team is not a big deal but Russia is Russia!
The second team is seeded number four at 2702 (just a point behind
China) while the third team (a Siberian all-star squad) has 2726 rated
Dmitry Jakovenko on board one. The fourth team is composed of top
juniors throughout Russia with the fifth purely local players.

 

Russia completely missed out on the medals in the 2006 and 2008
Olympiads despite being top seed in both events. This time around they
are doing everything they can to rectify this state of affairs. Reports
in the Russian press have stated that the players for the Russian teams
only get paid if they medal. This might sound harsh until you read
further down the page that gold medals translate to $50,000 per player!
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The right to host the 2010 Olympiad was heatedly contested in 2006 with
over a half dozen countries interested in running the event.  During
the Olympiad at Turin that year it took four rounds of voting for
Khanty Mansiysk to edge out the Adriatic resort of Budva in Montenegro.
The Russian organizers had to not only agreed to arrange charter
flights and offer cash prizes for top finishing teams (a first for an
Olympiad) but also committed to organizing the 2007 and 2009 World Cup
events. Likely it was their willingness to do the latter which accounts
for FIDE’s deference to the organizers demand to have five teams.

 

Back in 1994 when the Olympiad was held in Moscow the Russians took
home the gold and bronze medals and have the opportunity for a clean
sweep here but will face very strong opposition in what is
unquestionably the strongest Olympiad ever held. All top players
(Carlsen, Topalov, Kramnik, Aronian etc...) are here except World
Champion Anand.

 

The 2010 Chess Olympiad takes place from September 21st to October 3rd
in Khanty-Mansiysk, Russia. It is an 11-round Swiss System team event,
in which each team has four players with one reserve.



Time control: 90 minutes/40 moves + 30 minutes + 30 seconds/move as of move one.

Game start: rounds 1-10 at 9 AM UTC (5 AM New York / 2 AM Pacific
daylight), and round 11 at 5 AM UTC (1 AM New York / 10 PM Pacific
daylight)

Rest day: September 26th (after round 5) and October 2nd (after round 10).




See more details and games on the official site  and bookmark chessresults.com for pairings and standings. 
Photos by Tony Rich of the Chess Club and Scholastic Center of Saint Louis. 
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 April  - Chess Life Online 2010

FIDE Trainers Seminar for Women Instant Replay:  Topalov-Anand Game 5 Drawn Anand on Top so Far in Sofia Kasparov, Karpov and Carlsen to Appear at New York City BenefitInstant Replay:  Anand Wins Game Four  Chess Without Borders Join Millions of Volunteers Worldwide on Global Youth Service Day Nakamura to Relocate to Saint LouisA Couch Potato's Guide to the World Championship - Part II Aleksandr Lenderman:  Officially a Grandmaster Expert Meets Grandmaster:  A Personal Perspective on Playing Maurice Ashley Anand Evens Score in Sofia Topalov Begins Match with Big Win A Volunteer's Perspective on Columbus:  A Blue Apron & Female Fire  A Couch Potato's Guide to Topalov-Anand Santarius Wins Hales Corners Challenge XIField finalized for 2010 U.S. Championship All-Girls Nationals:  Ballantyne Ties with Chen and Wins UTD Scholarship High School Nationals:  The Biggest Tie Ever and Hunter on Top $10,000 Up for Grabs at the US Championship Blitz Open Kudrin and Ivanov Win Hartford Open Meekins and Ong Lead High School; Matlin Leads All GirlsThe National High School and All Girls Begin in ColumbusIn Columbus, Ryba Wins Blitz, Low and Uesgui Take Bug Abby on Columbus, College and her Last Scholastic Game Final Four:  UMBC beats Brownsville to retain titleThe Quest to Qualify by IM Altounian GM Jesse Kraai Takes Clear First in Reno Vela, IS 318, Adelberg and Lee on Top at  the  Junior High Nationals Four GMs Tie in Saint Louis Open College Final Four Update:  Brownsville vs. Maryland Baltimore County Four Lead the Saint Louis Open   Adelberg and IS 318 in Clear Lead at Junior High NationalsJunior High School Nationals:  Day 1 ReportFinal Four Kicks Off in BrownsvilleTournament of Champions Final:  Altounian vs. StudenNakagawa Takes First in K-9 BlitzThe Grandmaster ApartmentRecord field set for Saint Louis OpenGM Pascal Charbonneau on Blitzing the Donald Benge Memorial  2010 Grand Prix Sponsors:  ChessLecture.com and ChessMagnetSchool.com The Final Scoop on the Philadelphia Open GM Robert Hess is the 2010 Samford Fellow The Story of IS 318:  Interview with the Director of Chess Movie Kamsky Tops Philadelphia Open New USCF Rating Floors Implemented Far West Open BeginsThe Scoop Begins at the Philadelphia Open The April Check is in the Mail 
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