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Holiday time in Washington is marked by a beautifully lit city and the Eastern Open in Washington DC (December 27-30). This year's turnout of 228 was close to a 20 year high and the fact that is ended on a Wednesday just points to how chess tournament participation improves in a bad economy.



IM Alex Lenderman made it a clean sweep at the Eastern Open. On Tuesday evening he scored 9-1 to win the Blitz. He followed that up the next morning with a round 7 win over GM Alex Ivanov and a round 8 win over Alex Barnett to take clear first at the Eastern Open with 7-1.
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GM-elect Alex Lenderman, clear winner of the 2009 Eastern Open 




A point behind were GM Ivanov, and IMs Smith, Ippolito and Ray Kaufman.



Anthony Parker won the U2200 with a 7-1 score after a mid-tournament scare in which his ID card was missing, something not good when you plan to fly home after the tournament. Fortunately his ID showed up and he didn't have to drive back to Wisconsin. The U900 was split by two scholastic players, Kimberly Ding from NY and Aravin Ponukamati from VA, both having 6.5. The U1600 section was won by Vincent Cimoric in his second tournament. U1300 was taken by Avery Jones who finally conceded a draw in the final round.



The Round by Round Upset prizes of $50 per section in the top four sections proved to be grand success. Many smiling faces accepted their awards in the announcement each round and several people won it twice, including Jorge Carcia (U19), Charles Yang (Open), Jessica Regam (U2200) and Christina Crump (U1300)  Garcia would have won 4 upset prizes were it not for the two win only rule. The awards were won by young and old and several were won by an "older" player over a young kid which meant that anything was possible at the Eastern Open. 



The Best Game Prizes were Rd 7: 1st ($100): Ippolito-Smith; 2nd ($50 each): Lenderman-Ivanov, and Murillo-Hu; Rd 8: 1st ($100): Smith-Rodriguez, and 2nd ($50): Barnett-Lenderman U2200: Rd 7: 1st ($50): Mo-Grinberg Rd 8: 1st ($50): Battey-Kis. 
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NTD Ernie Schlich was his typical engaging and efficient self and STD Brennan Price admirably ran two days of the quads. Those who are interested in playing next year should contact Tom Beckman at [email protected]. Also see a nice write-up on the event on the US Chess Trust homepage.  



Did you miss any of CLO's other Holiday wrap-up stories? Check out Luciana Morales' photo gallery from the Pan-American Championships, Randy Hough's analysis from the North American Open in Vegas, and the story of Justus Williams' triumph in Empire State.  
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 April  - Chess Life Online 2010

FIDE Trainers Seminar for Women Instant Replay:  Topalov-Anand Game 5 Drawn Anand on Top so Far in Sofia Kasparov, Karpov and Carlsen to Appear at New York City BenefitInstant Replay:  Anand Wins Game Four  Chess Without Borders Join Millions of Volunteers Worldwide on Global Youth Service Day Nakamura to Relocate to Saint LouisA Couch Potato's Guide to the World Championship - Part II Aleksandr Lenderman:  Officially a Grandmaster Expert Meets Grandmaster:  A Personal Perspective on Playing Maurice Ashley Anand Evens Score in Sofia Topalov Begins Match with Big Win A Volunteer's Perspective on Columbus:  A Blue Apron & Female Fire  A Couch Potato's Guide to Topalov-Anand Santarius Wins Hales Corners Challenge XIField finalized for 2010 U.S. Championship All-Girls Nationals:  Ballantyne Ties with Chen and Wins UTD Scholarship High School Nationals:  The Biggest Tie Ever and Hunter on Top $10,000 Up for Grabs at the US Championship Blitz Open Kudrin and Ivanov Win Hartford Open Meekins and Ong Lead High School; Matlin Leads All GirlsThe National High School and All Girls Begin in ColumbusIn Columbus, Ryba Wins Blitz, Low and Uesgui Take Bug Abby on Columbus, College and her Last Scholastic Game Final Four:  UMBC beats Brownsville to retain titleThe Quest to Qualify by IM Altounian GM Jesse Kraai Takes Clear First in Reno Vela, IS 318, Adelberg and Lee on Top at  the  Junior High Nationals Four GMs Tie in Saint Louis Open College Final Four Update:  Brownsville vs. Maryland Baltimore County Four Lead the Saint Louis Open   Adelberg and IS 318 in Clear Lead at Junior High NationalsJunior High School Nationals:  Day 1 ReportFinal Four Kicks Off in BrownsvilleTournament of Champions Final:  Altounian vs. StudenNakagawa Takes First in K-9 BlitzThe Grandmaster ApartmentRecord field set for Saint Louis OpenGM Pascal Charbonneau on Blitzing the Donald Benge Memorial  2010 Grand Prix Sponsors:  ChessLecture.com and ChessMagnetSchool.com The Final Scoop on the Philadelphia Open GM Robert Hess is the 2010 Samford Fellow The Story of IS 318:  Interview with the Director of Chess Movie Kamsky Tops Philadelphia Open New USCF Rating Floors Implemented Far West Open BeginsThe Scoop Begins at the Philadelphia Open The April Check is in the Mail 
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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