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“It’s São Paulo, not Sao Paolo, you nasalize the ã cause the little tilde over it,” my roommate Vinay Bhat tried to explain to me.  Vinay seems to know a lot of Portuguese for someone who claims not to speak it.  He estimates his vocab to be at about ten words, I’d say closer to 300.  The highlight of the trip thus far has been watching him speak in Spanish to natives and have them speak back in Portuguese.  It seems like they are having a conversation, though in reality neither of them have a clue what the other is talking about.  Perhaps I should now give you a clue to what I’m talking about. 



I’m currently in São Paulo, Brazil, participating in the Continental Championships.  The top six finishers in this 11-round Swiss will earn a spot into the World Cup scheduled for November.  Other than Vinay and myself, GMs Jaan Ehlvest, Alex Shabalov, Sergey Kudrin, Alex Ivanov, and FM Gregory Markzon made the trip down from the states.  Six rounds have been played thus far (see round six results here ), with GMs Gilberto Milos and Ruben Felgaer leading the pack with 5.5/6.  Shabalov and Ehlvest are part of the chasing pack of 5s, and I’m half a point back along with Kudrin.  With 11 rounds, however, anything can happen in the last bunch of rounds, so it is still anyone’s tournament. 



My event has been pretty expected thus far.  I beat two lower-rateds in the first couple of rounds without too much of a sweat.  In Round three I drew as black against a 2360 in 20 moves.  



Round three was a fiasco.  Vinay and I came back from dinner a little after six to find Jaan in the lobby, just standing around.  He was joking with us that he heard somewhere the round was at six instead of the scheduled seven, and we had a good laugh.  It wasn’t so funny soon enough.  At 6:40 we got a call, I guess from an arbiter, saying that the round had started 40 minutes ago.  We quickly grabbed our things and headed across the street.  It seemed most players had arrived on time, except for the Americans, most of whom seemed to be late as well. 



This seemed a bit odd to me, but at the time I had no choice but to play my game.  My play was a bit sloppy, and I was still quite a ways behind on the clock when my opponent offered me a draw on move 20, so I happily took it.  Vinay also drew fairly quickly, Shabba seemed to blow a better position, and Ehlvest lost.  The next day we checked it out, and it turns out only the English version of the schedule was wrong, the others all said six.  Up until then, the organization hadn’t been too bad, except for the first round starting two hours late.  This was pretty terrible though, at least in my view.  That they could not discover the oversight earlier is mind-blowing, but even if they didn’t, the least they could have done was give us the time back.  45 minutes is a lot of time when you only have an hour and a half to play the first time control, and this is a huge mistake in such an important tournament. 



 I recovered the next day by winning a nice game as White against GM Gildardo Garcia. 
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I’ve played Gildardo many times, as he’s lived in the US for several years.  In fact, he was the first GM I beat, though since then I’ve had some trouble.  It was nice to finally get another win.  The next round didn’t go so well, however. 



I lost as Black against GM Gilberto Milos, who has been one of the top Brazilian players for many years.  
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He knew the opening better than I did, and I soon found myself in a worse position.  Then I missed the strong move 17. Qb3, and after that I’m practically lost.  I played on awhile, managed to even get a bit of counterplay, but my activity couldn’t make up for the two pawns I was down in the ending so I threw in the towel. 



 This put a bit of a damper on my plans to qualify, but I certainly wasn’t out.  The next day I won a completely insane game against a 2350 Peruvian FM. 
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First he sacked one exchange, and just when I thought things would get semi-normal, he sacked another!  I felt my position should be good, but practically it was very difficult to play.  I haven’t analyzed it in detail, but I thought I played it reasonably.  35. g4! I was particularly proud of, as it looks completely insane, but is the best way I found to win.  Today I’m paired as Black against a Brazilian 2400, and if I can get another win I’ll be right up there again.  In round five and six, Ehlvest and Shabalov both won the following games. 
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They each have a shot at the lead if they can win again in round seven. 



I’m sure Jenn can provide you with links to the standings , pairings, and live games , though I must warn you that the live relay is rather erratic (and the live game link seems to change every round, so go to this page and look for the "Siga Aqui" link at the top of the page ).  Anyway, hopefully the tournament will end on a positive note, but whether it does or not look for my detailed report after the tournament.



See GM Josh Friedel's official website.  
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Make your tax-deductible donation to the Phillip LeCornu Memorial Olympiad Fund



USCF Benefactors




Register for an Upcoming USCF National Event

Registration now open for 2016 spring national scholastic events!
Where to play USCF rated online chess? 

On ICC

On Chess.com
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The Chess Party Begins in Indiana U.S. Chess School Comes to the Marshall:  Part II Yang Dai Sweeps in Texas!Nakamura Chess960 World Champ!Josh Blogs From Brazil GM Joel on Judging a Sacrifice Nakamura to Face Aronian in Chess960 Final Yang Dai 4-0 with a round to go in Texas   Howard Stern Auction Benefits Heisman Charity 2009 U.S. Open Chess in Education Workshop U.S. Chess School Comes to the Marshall 60 Girls Arrive in Texas to Vie for National Title Continental Kicks Off in Brazil Jean on Gary’s Adventures in Chess CountryExecutive Board Election Results are in Jesse Wins Futurity; Dean Wins 1st FIDE EventPacific Coast Open Draws Big Summer Crowd U.S. Open Coming Soon:  Simuls and Details on the Five SpotsWrap-up from Milwaukee:  Fun & AnalysisGurevich Takes Chicago Class Becerra Takes on all Online ComersAmericans in CanadaTandem Analysis:  Robson and LendermanNewsflash:  Becerra Wins U.S. Class Update From the U.S. Class The U.S. Chess Scoop Episode 4 GM Joel on How to Make FMHouston Open set for July 24-26Access Delgates Call Bryan Smith is Norm-Hunting in CreteNakamura Wins in San Sebastian Newsflash:  Robson Wins Junior Closed Chess Without Borders:  Philanthropy on the Board Live From Milwaukee:  Robson Leads and Analyzes    Live From Milwaukee:  Sam Annotates and Photos from Open   Andrew Ng is the 2009 Cadet Champion! U.S. Junior Closed Begins with UpsetRosen Wins Junior Open as Closed Kicks Off No Mercy Nakamura in Spain Dr.Ira Lee Riddle, 1946-2009 Andrew Ng Leads Cadets Agarwal, Shen, and Tanaka Take Early Lead at CadetsKasparov and Obama Meet in Russia Nakamura Beats Karpov in SpainHilton on the World Open:  Lenderman Dances; Nakamura and Najer Tie for 1stHilton on the World Open:  Nakamura and Mikhalevski Lead The U.S. Chess Scoop:  Episode 3Jennifer Shows a Hulachess ExcerptU.S. Junior Closed Field & Schedule Set The Stars Come Out for the World Open
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  

											

							



		 

				

		    

  



  
  
  		
			

	
			


	
   	
		

		

				
			
	Home Page
	Shop USCFSales
	New to Chess?
	Chess Life Magazine
	Chess Life Kids
	Chess Life Online

Jennifer's Blog

Archives


	Players & Ratings
	Invitational Information
	Upcoming National Events
	Past National Events
	FIDE Information
	Clubs & Tournaments
	Scholastic / College
	About US Chess
	Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
	Forums

		

		  		
			
	
		
        	
			
				Username			
			

			
			

			
				Password			
			

			
			

			
			
				Remember me			
			

			
        	
        	
           	  
        	
        	
        	
        	
        	
        	

		
	
			
				Lost Password?
		
	
				
  No web account yet?				
					Site Registration
			


	
			

		  

    

  





		
				PrivacyDonateEmployment Opportunities RSS

		

				
			© Copyright 2007-2015 United States Chess Federation. All rights reserved.

		

		





