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The winning Amateur West Team L to R: experts Michael Yee, Vincent Huang, Santy Wong, and NM John Bryant 




ACA Beasts! won this year's U.S. Amateur Team West (February 14-16, Woodland, California) on tiebreak over three other teams, Yellow is Mellow, the highest rated squad at 2199, OC Chess Club and ACA Chess Club. All four teams got 5/6.  Check out complete final standings here.  



Both ACA teams in the tie for first are named after IM Armen Ambartsoumian's new chess academy, American Chess Academy. Three of his academy's teams won prizes. ACA Dark Knights won the best junior team and ACA Youth won best U1800. Several of his students took home cash prizes in the Western Class championships last month too.  

 

ACA Beasts! nearly won in 2007 as well, but narrowly missed out on tiebreaks. The very same three teams that tied for first that year ended up tied again this year and only after a re-count did ACA Beasts! (formerly known as "Knights of the Republic" in 2007) win this year's title. The 2007 team featured then 12-year olds Yee and Huang, 15-year-old Bryant and his stepdad IM Enrico Sevillano. The three teenagers are  now two years older and have since gained a few hundred rating points, so the IM was replaced with expert Santy Wong. The switch paid off and even Enrico was happy to take 4th place since his stepson's team took 1st.



Check out more photos and thoughts on the Amateur Team West on organizer John Hillery's blog.  
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February   - Chess Life Online 2009

Kamsky After Match:  "Life Goes on."Betsy on Teaming up in Illinois Meet Garry Kasparov in NashvilleGreg Chamitoff to Appear at SuperNationals! Topalov Wins Game and MatchKhachiyan Tops Aeroflot A2 Event GM Joel on an American OlympiadKamsky Draws in Round Six Kamsky Loses in Round Five Play Like Ray in Moscow Kamsky Evens Score with Fantastic Win! “Jimmy Runs Deep” Rules NorthKamsky Calms Down With Round Three Draw Palin Gambit Takes U.S. Amateur Team East Kamsky Falters in Game Two Daniel Ludwig on His First GM NormGarry Kasparov To Appear at SuperNationals! Kamsky Draws in Scary GrunfeldMy Girl Takes Amateur Team South ACA Beasts Win U.S. Amateur Team West!Kamsky Begins Match With Black Hilton Blogs from the Amateur EastGM Shabalov to Appear at SuperNationals! Jennifer on a Saint Louis Simul GM Maurice Ashley to Appear at SuperNationals!IM Zatonskih to Appear at SuperNationals! Onischuk on Scorching Moscow Countdown to Kamsky-TopalovGM Stripunsky to Appear at SuperNationals Abby Psychs Up for Amateurs Pascal on His Big Win in BermudaInterview with an American Medallist: WGM Rusudan Goletiani Chesspark Launches Online College League  Americans in Gibraltar Karjakin and Caruana Wins in Corus Clutch Round Ivanov Wins in Land of the Sky GM Yury Shulman to Appear at SuperNationals 
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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