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IM Marek Stryjecki tied for first with GM Shabalov and IM Smith at the King's Island Open 




In my first report on the King’s Island Open I promised you explosive games from the tournament’s power-packed list of titled players, and they did not disappoint! It was an exciting finish as the last round saw decisive results from each of the top 6 boards. Five players led the field with 3.5/4 going into the fifth and final game, whilst many more were at their heels with 3.0/4. Inspiration was found in money as the top boards fought to claim the first place prize. On board 1, IM Bryan Smith defeated GM Darmen Sadvakasov to seize his share of the tournament bounty. I first wandered by the game as Smith was playing 11.Qh5-d5, and thought it looked promising for White.
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Position after 10.Qh5 






Smith said after the game that he could have won more quickly, though he didn’t specify at what move. I assume he meant 16.Be3xc5, which seems to give White a dominating lead.
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On board 2, GM Alexander Shabalov won his game with IM Kirill Kuderinov, and on board 3 IM Marek Stryjecki defeated IM Ben Finegold in the last running game of the tournament.
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This result completed a three-way tie for first place between GM Shabalov, IM Smith, and IM Stryjecki, each at 4.5/5. GM Sergey Kudrin and IM Timothy Taylor each won their games, tying for 4th-5th with 4.0/5. Also scoring 4.0/5 was Seth Homa, who received the Top Under 2300 prize. Altogether the event drew a healthy turnout of 310 entries (including 5 re-entries) complete with five GMs and six IMs. Check out the complete USCF rated results at the King's Island MSA page. 



 
The tournament staff did an outstanding job with the organization and running of this year’s event. Every round got off to a smooth and timely start; always a difficult task when dealing with late entries, re-entries, withdrawals, disputes, and the many other tasks happening behind the scenes at a tournament. With its great organization, friendly atmosphere, strong turnouts, and intense competition, the King’s Island Open continues to be one of my favorite events to travel to each year. 



Other Section Winners:



Under 2100: Ben Inskeep, 5.0
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Ben Inskeep 










Under 1900: Daniel Parmet, David Winter, 4.5



Under 1700: Daniel Jones, 4.5



Under 1500: Brandon Mason, 5.0



Under 1300: Alexander Kogan, 5.0



Under 1000: James Blankenship, 4.5
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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