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In the Women's World Championship in Nalchik, Russia, U.S. representative WGM Katerina Rohonyan struck back against Inna Gaponenko to advance to round two tiebreaks tomorrow. 



Gaponenko was coincidentally, Rohonyan's second Ukrainian opponent in a row. Katerina, a UMBC grad with her sights set on Seattle, once played for Ukraine also and was nicknamed the "Kiev Killer" by UMBC.  

  

Katerina Rohonyan talked about her game today with Goran Urosevic on behalf of chessdom  and CLO. (All comments by Rohonyan in italics)



 Inna Gaponenko (who just needed a draw to advance) was trying to simplify from the very beginning and at some point she traded her light-squared bishop for a knight. I thought that, in spite of opposite-colored bishop, there were still lots of possibilities in the resulting position, because queens are on the board. 




[image: 22...a5.jpg]

Position after 22...a5






When Inna played 22...a5, I was happy to place my bishop on a4, from where it controls important diagonal a4-e8, and I thought to myself - I will try to squeeze out whatever I can.
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Position after 32...Qxe8






Later on, I decided to exchange the queens and take a pawn (with Qxd5+ in the position above), because there didn't seem to be anything better.
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Position after 47...Bf8






In this endgame with opposite-colored bishops, the only practical chance was to sacrifice a bishop on f5. I calculated and saw that a few lines were winning. I couldn't see everything, but I decided to go for it.
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Final Position in Rohonyan-Gaponenko, after 57.h6








In the final aesthetic position above, Gaponenko resigned in view of d2 Kg6 mating or Kh7 Ke6 (not f7?? Bxg7) d2 Kf7 winning.  



Here are both full games from the Gaponenko-Rohonyan match so far: 
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Katerina said today that she first hesitated to play in Nalchik and some of her friends advised her not to go. But earlier she traveled to Azerbaijan and had no problems whatsoever, in spite of her last name of Armenian origin.  "Since I survived that trip, I (felt) prepared to go anywhere." 



Katerina added that after she had won that first game against Zhukova, she said to herself that that victory alone made it worth coming to Nalchik. 



Be sure to watch Rohonyan tomorrow in the tiebreak against Gaponenko. The winner of that match will play the winner of Stefanova-Ju Wenjun, which also goes to tiebreaks. Check out the full bracket.  
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Anna Zatonskih in Nalchik. Photo Goran Urosevic of chessdom.com 








Meanwhile, 2008 U.S. Women's Champion Anna Zatonskih is out of the competition after drawing a wild game against Tatiana Kosintseva of Russia. Anna lost her first game of the mini-match, so she needed to win at all costs, and Anna did have her chances. In the following position, she found a great idea. 




[image: 42.Rf2.jpg]

Position after 42.Rf2 








Anna just played 42.Rf2, which at first glance looks like a blunder because of 42...Rxg2+ when Rg2 is impossible because of Qxe1. However, Anna played 43.Kxg2 Qg3+ 44.Kh1 Qxf2 and after 45.Rg1!, Rxg7 is a huge threat. Re7 doesn't help in view of Qb8+ and Qxf4 so Tatiana Kosintseva tried 45...Be2. After a few moves, they reached this position:  




[image: 48...Qxf3+.jpg]

Position after 48...Qxf3+ 








Zatonskih should win but she had to find a series of accurate moves. Her mistake was 49.Rg2 in the above position, after which Kosintseva found a forced variation that leads to a draw: 49...Qh3+ Kg1 Qe3+ Kh2 Rg8! Instead, Anna should have played 49. Kh2 when Qf2+ loses to the simple Rg2 when the f4-pawn conveniently blocks all perpetuals. After 49. Kh2, Black should try 49...Qe4 50.Qf7 f3 White should not play Qxe8? but can win with the simple Rh7+ Qxh7 Qxe8 Qg8 Qxg8 Kxg8 and the outside passed pawn assures victory. 



So after a very near miss, Anna Zatonskih is eliminated.
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 Check out Women's World Championship action live on chessdom.com, the official website  and the Internet Chess Club.

			



		 

				
			Read or Write Comments on this Article
(2 so far)		

				
			[image: Advertisement]		

		



  
  
  		
			

September - Chess Life Online 2008

4-Way Tie at SPICE Cup Hilton Blogs on the USCL at the Halfway Mark Response to Move TheoryGet Ready for Earth vs. Space  Akobian Joins Mikhalevski in SPICE lead Mayor Visits Blaze MatchInterview With New Women's World Champion, Alexandra KosteniukCompose Like Mozart McCain and Obama Play ChessKritz in Clear Lead at SPICEEsserman Blogs From Miami SPICE Cup Kicks Off! IM Alex Lenderman on the PioneersKosteniuk Women's World Champion! Move Theory More From MiamiRay and Darmen Tie; Ray Wins ArmageddonJen on the Inventors, Bluffing and KosteniukJosh Friedel Blogs from MiamiHou and Kosteniuk to Meet in FinalRobson and Bartholomew Lead in MiamiUS Chess League Week 3 QuizMiami Kicks Off After Ike Scare Kosteniuk and Yifan WinGM Joel on Bb7 in the Marshall Josh Annotates Edmonton GamesU.S. Chess League Week 2 QuizGetting Ready for Vietnam Hanken on Labor Day Madness Labor Day Madness, Part II Yury Shulman Wins in Montreal Labor Day Madness, Part I  Bryan Smith Takes Okie Chess Festival Rohonyan Out in TiebreaksRohonyan Goes to Tiebreak; Anna OutArnold Scores Third Norm Todd Blogs from Tennessee Open
		

				
							
					Announcements				

				
			
					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  

											

							



		 

				

		    

  



  
  
  		
			

	
			


	
   	
		

		

				
			
	Home Page
	Shop USCFSales
	New to Chess?
	Chess Life Magazine
	Chess Life Kids
	Chess Life Online
	Players & Ratings
	Invitational Information
	Upcoming National Events
	Past National Events
	FIDE Information
	Clubs & Tournaments
	Scholastic / College
	About US Chess
	Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
	Forums

		

		  		
			
	
		
        	
			
				Username			
			

			
			

			
				Password			
			

			
			

			
			
				Remember me			
			

			
        	
        	
           	  
        	
        	
        	
        	
        	
        	

		
	
			
				Lost Password?
		
	
				
  No web account yet?				
					Site Registration
			


	
			

		  

    

  





		
				PrivacyDonateEmployment Opportunities RSS

		

				
			© Copyright 2007-2015 United States Chess Federation. All rights reserved.

		

		





