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Josh Friedel at the Aeroflot Open. Photo Gerald Morton




Well folks, I write to you on a sad day from the Aeroflot Open (February 13-22) in Moscow. At least for the US squad.  David and I lost in the A2 section, while Iryna Zenyuk and Alex Cherniack lost in the B section.  Oh, and Fabiano Caruana lost in the A section, though technically his federation is Italian.  Quite sad.  That leaves me with 3, David and Alex with 2, and Ira with 2.5.  Not amazing performances from anyone, but not terrible.  Ira is doing reasonably well, as she has played up every round.  Alex was doing fantastic, but lost his last three.  David has been topsy-turvy as is his custom, losing the first two, then winning two, then losing today. 



I thought I was playing fairly well up until today. I pushed as Black in round one but was unable to win. I won a smooth game in round two and in round three somehow pulled out a win from a dead even ending.  All my opponents in rounds 1-3 were in the 2375-2400 range.  
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In round four, I drew a crazy game against GM Georgi Kacheishvili, a somewhat familiar opponent as he plays in the US sometimes, and we’ve met twice already with one win for each. 
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 This time we drew an amazingly complex game, where first I was close to winning, and then he was on top, but eventually it petered out to a draw.



  Today I lost as black against tough Russian GM Evgeny Vorobiov.  
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It was a somewhat unusual Queen’s Indian, and right when I thought I was sort of OK I blundered a queen for rook and piece outright.  Then I got some counterplay, only to blunder it away later.    



The conditions at Aeroflot are quite different than those at the Moscow Open.   The hotel is much more upscale and bigger, and there are numerous options for food, at least five inside the hotel and many more close by, plus several shops.  At the Moscow Open there was a market, one restaurant at the hotel, and that was pretty much it.  It is hard to believe it is even the same city. 



  Coat checking isn’t as insistent here, however.  Though whenever I eat with Ms. Zenyuk, she asks if I’d survive without my coat throughout the meal.  I have to get her to stop reading these things.   Hopefully this one will be boring enough.  In any case, I’d say this site is quite a bit better, though the tournaments are both quite strong.  It is a different experience playing only people within 100 points or so of your rating all tournament, as usually those are the people you never play.  I like it personally, as I feel the games are closer, though it’d be nice to get the crack at the occasional 2600.  Anyway it just passed 1:30 AM here, so I should probably get some rest. I hope the news in my next report will be better!  
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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