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Sarah Chiang, silver medalist in the Girls Under 10. Photo Dujiu Yang. 




It is 4:30 in the morning, and I am on the bus to the Antalya airport, and Ettie is asleep on my shoulder, and I am thinking about the trip. I want to smile, but I can’t, so I only stare out the window and try to remember. I really miss everyone who was in Turkey, and the whole experience of playing chess around the world; at this moment, the memories drift in fragments like dreams; unclear and disconnected, but equally fascinating and poignant.



I want to give a huge shout out to the US medal winners, Sarah Chiang who won silver in the Girls U10, and Daniel Naroditsky, who is the Boys U12 world champion!!! (Check out the San Francisco Chronicle report on Daniel's win. ) I was watching their games and following their progress through the tournament, and I am just so impressed not only with their results but also their determination; playing for the world championship is enormous pressure and both players handled it magnificently and were rewarded for their efforts. The whole US team did an awesome job. I know we all tried our hardest and continued to prove that we are one of the best teams in the world. 
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Daniel Naroditsky, gold medalist in the Boys Under 12. 








As for my own result-6.5/11 with four wins, five draws, and two losses-I am not sure yet how I feel. People asked me if I was happy with the result, and I said yes, and I believe that is true. In at least three of the games I was on the brink of defeat and managed to either draw or win, and in the losses, I was better at some point but went downhill. I played well; I think I could easily have done better, though perhaps just as easily I could have done worse. I want to thank my coach during the tournament, Joel Benjamin, for his invaluable preparation, and I hope he wears the bracelets Ettie and I gave him; inscribed on each bracelet is Abby’s Coach and Ettie’s Coach. 
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The coaches at the 2007 World Youth. L to R:  Dmitry Gurevich, Michael Khordokovsky, Armen Ambartsoumian,  Joel Benjamin, John Fedorowicz and Aviv Friedman. (Not pictured-Sergey Kudrin.) Photo Dujiu Yang. 







It truly is a once in a lifetime experience to have the opportunity to play the best players from around the world. I don’t think I will be back to the World Youth; in any event, it is too much to even think about right now.  The organizers did a great job with the tournament and the location and even the food; there were very few problems and I really really enjoyed the entire experience. To future participants, I wish you the best of luck.
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The Closing Ceremony of the 2007 World Youth. Photo Dujiu Yang. 









The travel back was very smooth; taking a bus and four planes in one day is no fun, but all went well. It is now 9:30am.  Breakfast ends at 10. If I get up now and hurry, maybe I can make it in time.



Watch for the February issue of Chess Life Magazine, which will include a full report on the World Youth from coach Aviv Friedman. 
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December  - Chess Life Online 2007

 64 Square TourNakamura and Pruess Take VegasFour teams Perfect at Pan-AmsArizona and Chicago Join the USCLHoliday Tournaments UnderwayHoliday Chess TriviaKuljasevic Wins GM Norm in DallasDiary of a Samford Scholar:  European Fall Part II GM Joel on the World Youth Gata Wins World Cup!! Kamsky Closes in on Title with DrawKamsky Wins With White! Kamsky Draws Shirov with BlackNew York Triumphs at GradesShirov and Kamsky Head to FinalPlay Like Ray!Kamsky Wins; Moves to Finals! Winners List In at the K-12Kamsky and Carlsen Draw 1st GameIt's New York vs. Texas in HoustonThe Games Begin in HoustonKamsky Moves to Final Four!Fabiano Caruana is the 2007 Italian ChampionDiary of a Samford Scholar:  European Fall Part I.Gata Escapes With a DrawAbby Wraps Up the World YouthKamsky Knocks Svidler Out! GM Joel on the 7-year-old variationKamsky and Svidler Head to TiebreakUSCF News:  MAP and Junior Grand Prix Kamsky and Svidler Draw 1st game 
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	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
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