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Gata Kamsky plays Peter Svidler. Photo Misha Savinov.










In round 4.1 of the World Cup, Gata Kamsky is the sole American left standing in the brutal knockout format. Today Gata drew against Svidler with the black pieces. Tomorrow, he will get his chance with White.
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Decisive games




There were some exciting decisive games this round. Ruslan Ponomariov (Ukraine) smashed Krishnan Sasikiran (India), Alexei Shirov (Spain) beat Vladimir Akopian(Armenia), and Mangus Carlsen (Norway) won against Michael Adams (England.) Two of today's wins featured unusual knight moves: 
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Carlsen-Adams, Position after 15...Bc8. 







Carlsen played 16. Na1!, the only decent move in this position but an amusing one. To further the joke, the knight actually left a1 but came back a few moves later. 
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Ponomariov- Sasikiran, position after 39.Ng8+








Ponomariov just played 39.Ng8+! and now Black is toast. Sasikiran resigned after 39...Kh5 40.f7 Re7 41.Bf6. The Ponomariov-Sasikiran match is important for us, because Kamsky will play the winner of that match if he gets past Svidler. 



Here are the full games: 
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Make your tax-deductible donation to the Phillip LeCornu Memorial Olympiad Fund



USCF Benefactors




Register for an Upcoming USCF National Event

Registration now open for 2016 spring national scholastic events!
Where to play USCF rated online chess? 

On ICC

On Chess.com
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 64 Square TourNakamura and Pruess Take VegasFour teams Perfect at Pan-AmsArizona and Chicago Join the USCLHoliday Tournaments UnderwayHoliday Chess TriviaKuljasevic Wins GM Norm in DallasDiary of a Samford Scholar:  European Fall Part II GM Joel on the World Youth Gata Wins World Cup!! Kamsky Closes in on Title with DrawKamsky Wins With White! Kamsky Draws Shirov with BlackNew York Triumphs at GradesShirov and Kamsky Head to FinalPlay Like Ray!Kamsky Wins; Moves to Finals! Winners List In at the K-12Kamsky and Carlsen Draw 1st GameIt's New York vs. Texas in HoustonThe Games Begin in HoustonKamsky Moves to Final Four!Fabiano Caruana is the 2007 Italian ChampionDiary of a Samford Scholar:  European Fall Part I.Gata Escapes With a DrawAbby Wraps Up the World YouthKamsky Knocks Svidler Out! GM Joel on the 7-year-old variationKamsky and Svidler Head to TiebreakUSCF News:  MAP and Junior Grand Prix Kamsky and Svidler Draw 1st game 
		

				
							
					Announcements				

				
			
					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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