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The National Elementary Championship kicked off on Thursday with blitz (K-3 and K-6 sections) and bughouse tournaments. According to Jerry Nash, Josh Waitzkin's Saturday morning signing for his new book The Art of Learning was a big success: "The line stretches down the hallway."    

USCF Scholastic Director Jerry Nash is happy with the 2100 player turnout, and is especially enthusiastic about the new faces. About 500 people showed up at the coaches and parents meeting. Jerry asked the crowd how many were attending their first ever Nationals, 80 to 90% raised their hands. "We have a big group from as far as Hawaii," says Nash who is also happy that, "I've been getting a lot of comments from parents, coaches and principals that chess was the answer to discipline problems for their children." 

The main event began Friday afternoon, with 2100 participants. Two rounds into the event, there are many perfect scores in all nine sections. You can keep track of the results online at the following links: 

Links to Standings: 

 K-6 Championship
K-5 Championship 
 K-3 Championship
K-1 Championship
K-6 U1000
K-5 U900
K-3 U800
K-6 Unrated
K-3 Unrated

Photo Gallery by Betsy Dynako 
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A two-brother bughouse team posing with matching shirts. 
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In between round fun at the enormous  Gaylord Opryland Resort in Nashville 
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International Arbiter Carol Jarecki
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Friendly first round action
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One view of the Opyrland hotel 
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					Announcements				

				
			
					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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