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With two rounds ago, friends GM Jaan Ehlvest and Alexander Shabalov are leading the Foxwoods Open (April 4-8) with 6/7. Shabalov beat Hikaru Nakamura and Zviad Izoria on his way to 6/7. Last night, Alex drew against Gata Kamsky on board one. In Round 7, Jaan defeated Alexander Stripunsky in a sacrificial Najdorf to catch up to his friend. 

Round 7 games 

647

After 20....Nxb2!, 21.Kxb2 loses to Ba3+! 22.Kxa3 Qc3+ 23.Nb3 b4+ 24.Ka4 Qc6+ 25. Ka5 Qb5# or 21.Kb1 Qc3. Alex's 21.Nxe6 was necessary to allow his queen access to d4, because now Ba3+ Kb1 Qc3 Qd4. Unfortunately for Stripunsky, his king's protection is busted even after this resource and Jaan won easily. 

Shabalov reveals his tricky technique to get Gata to play the opening he desired: 

It's not the final draw that's the story, it's the prelude to it. What I really didn't want was to play a Ruy Lopez against him, some other day maybe, but not today, not against a positional player of his level. So I played 1. e4 and offered a draw. He replied "I've taken too many draws this tournament," which didn't surprise me. But then what's he going to do? He can't really play 1....e5 now, so he has to play 1....c5, which is all I wanted all along.

646

After the game, both Alex and Gata thought that 20...Qd7 might be an improvement over 20...Qc8. Fritz confirmed that Qc8 was the better move because Qg3 threatening Qh4 can be met by Ne5, when it is crucial that the Queen on c8 is attacking the c4 bishop. On move 21, Alex thought that 21....Ne5, which Fritz prefers over the game text 21...d5 was impossible because of 22.Rxh7 Kxh7 23.Rh3 Kg6 24.Bxe5 fxe5 25.Qg3 Kf6 26.Qh4, but after g5!, Black defends! 

In the final position, Alex thought he was a bit better after the variation Rg3 Ne5 Nxd4 Qxb2. He took a draw because he was low on time and felt that he had already lost control of the queenside.

Foxwoods continues to feature exciting upsets. In round 6, Jesse Kraai crunched Hikaru Nakamura in a beautiful positional game, while Todd Andrews defeated Dmitry Gurevich. There will be more on those games in our final Foxwoods report.
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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