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Stephen Muhammad, with all three IM norms approved, was conditionally awarded the title in 2003, but was having trouble earning the 2400 minimum rating. After a solid performance at the 2006 World Open, Stephen broke the 2400 barrier(although his rating was never officially published over 2400). Because of the confusion, FIDE only just awarded Stephen the title, a couple months after recognizing the titles of American players Smith, Tate and Bercys. ( John Bartholomew's title also got caught in some bureaucratic confusion, but he too is now officially recognized as an IM by FIDE.)

Stephen  was born January 24, 1962 in San Antonio, Texas but grew up and now lives in the Columbus, Georgia area. He says: "I thank God because were it not for Him, I would never have even attempted to become an IM, let alone a GM. I am pursuing the GM title and I believe I will obtain it." Muhammad describes his style as positional, and plans to improve his sacrificial attacking skills in his quest for the GM title.  A known blitz specialist and recovering ICC junkie, Stephen jokes: "I got some help and I'm well now." One of his favorite games is this win against Sergei Kudrin in the 2003 U.S. Championship: 
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U.S. Championship Update Jorge is Back! UTD Takes Final Four South Wins Amateur Team Playoffs Pruess Wins Norm in France:  Part IIMarch Chess Madness Ehlvest Takes US Masters Muhammad Earns IM TitleGirls Battle in Chicago Pruess Wins Norm  in France:  Part IJennifer on Women's Chess Juniors Rating Update U.S. Masters in Full Swing Dr. D�s Check-upKraai Wins in Chicago Becerra is Champion of Champions Anand Wins, Magnus Wows Spotlight on Jaan Ehlvest Declining or Refining?A Corus of Rumors Varuzhan Akobian on MTV Patron Entry Fees in US Champs! Linares:  The players rest  or bowl Hess Makes Third Norm The Rising of the Black Star 
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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