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The Boston based Grandmaster, Alexander Ivanov is known for being a fantastic 
calculator and a loyal supporter of his favorite openings. He’s played the same 
sharp openings (1.e4 Main Lines in the Ruy and the Open Sicilian, Nimzo and 
Bogos against 1.d4 and the Zaitsev defense and an occasional Modern against 
1.e4.) for his entire career, making him somewhat predictable but very 
dangerous. He knows his stuff so well that an opening error in his territory 
will be swiftly punished.






Despite opening knowledge which often 
stretches past move twenty, Alex often gets into terrible time pressure, against 
fellow GMs and amateurs. Alex is obsessed with making perfect moves, even when 
his search doesn’t give him the best practical chance of winning a game. Despite 
this sometimes fatal perfectionist streak, Alex is consistently among the top 
fifteen players in America. Whether he would be higher ranked without this 
weakness has been a subject of debate for the last 20 years.






When 
calculating many moves ahead, the actual board is distracting for some 
professionals, because analysis places the pieces in different spots than their 
current posts. Alex deals with this by staring up at the ceiling, as if in a 
trance. In between moves, he paces also staring at the ceiling. This peculiar 
habit is shared by a few of the top players in the world, most notably Alexei 
Shirov and Vassily Ivanchuk.






Alex has won his share of open and 
international events, highlights of which are his victory in the 1998 Pan Am 
Championship and joint first in the 1995 U.S. Championship. He moved to America 
in 1988 with his wife, WIM Esther Epstein. They 
live in Newton, Massachusetts.
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How did Alexander Ivanov, playing white, relieve the pressure against his g4 
pawn and his knight?

Show Solution


Solution

 23. Nd5! exd5 24. Re7+ Kf8 25. h3 Rf7 26. Rfe1 Qf4 27. Rxf7+ Qxf7 28. Qd8+ 
Kg7 29. Re7 and White won. (Hide Solution)
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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