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GM Yury Shulman takes clear first in the U.S. Open! His key victory was in Round 8, in which he defeated GM Alexander Shabalov. In round 9, he met a peaceful Emilio Cordova. When Fedorowicz was unable to win a better endgame against Michael Aigner, Yury's 8/9 was untouchable.

Here is Yury's eighth round game against GM Alexander Shabalov: 
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Yury was the fourth rated GM in the tournament, but as the top Chicago area player and the youngest GM playing, no one could be surprised by his victory. Yury's been playing excellent chess lately and this victory must make up in part for having come so close to victory at the U.S. Championship in San Diego. The U.S. Open prize check is almost 20K shy of the U.S. Championship grand prize, but his name enters history all the same, along with luminaries such as Fischer (1957) and Reshevsky (1931,1934,1944). 
Click here for Yury's recent interview with CLO.

No more f4! 

Michael Aigner, known as "f-pawn" on the ICC defeated IM Timothy Taylor in the eighth round, and went on to hold a draw against GM John Fedorowicz. Only a few FIDE points away from the FM title, this tourney should easily put him over the top. Here's his game against IM Timothy Taylor. 
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Michael said that normally he doesn't play 1.d4, but he was attracted
to this line. As for his old favorite and ICC namesake 1.f4, Michael
jokes, "I get hate mail from my coach when I play 1.f4!"

Standings

1. Yury Shulman: 8/9 

2-9: IM Emilio Cordova, GM John Fedorowicz, Michael Aigner, GM Gregory Kaidanov, GM Giorgi Kacheishvili, GM Joel Benjamin, GM Dmitry Gurevich, IM Alfonso Almeida.

U2200 winners-Ryan Militsis and Tony Cao: 7/9

Click here for complete standings.


Click here for last round results.

Photo Gallery 
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Alexander Barnett and Andrew Karklins had tough last round pairings to GMs Dmitry Gurevich and Joel Benjamin. The Grandmasters both won. 
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GM John Fedorowicz was upset not to win a better endgame against Michael Aigner and tie for first in the U.S. Open. 
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Two talented kids, Amanda Mateer from Arizona, and Sean Vibbert from Indiana, duke it out. (Amanda won.)
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Emilio Cordova defeated Joel Benjamin in Round 8. His only chance to win the U.S. Open title was to defeat Shulman, but he went for a quick draw instead. 
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There were a lot more girls in this tournament than usual. This is one of the many intimidation techniques they came up with. Left to right: Sarah Selby, Krista Selby and Stephanie Pitcher. 
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Daaim Shabazz is best known for creating and updating "The Chess Drum", which follows the achievements of African and African-American chess champs. 
 
 			




		 

				
			Be first to write a comment on this Article
(USCF Members-only)		

				
			[image: Advertisement]		

		



  
  
  		
			

[image: clo_logo.gif]August - Chess Life Online 2006

GM Joel on draws and corruption Kamsky close up U.S. Open kicks off! U.S. Chess Kids off to running start in Ecuador.Round 2, Board 2- Generational Battle Energy high in Denker and Polgar Victorious Krush reports from DortmundThree new GMs join in. Nelson Lopez clear first in Denker Three GMs on top after 7 roundsSeven medals, and controversy in Ecuador Abby takes her second straight Polgar! Shulman, our new U.S. Open Champ!August Rating List Recap French Defense in the Lower East Side GM Joel on cheating and coachingIrina Blogs from Montreal August Key Krackers GM Ashley gives tips to Youth champsU.S. Chess League kicks off! Perelshteyn Takes Atlantic Open.Senior Open update
		

				
							
					Announcements				

				
			
					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
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