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IM Kesav Viswanadha with Claudia Munoz 




There were six medals waiting to be claimed at the North American Junior Chess
Championship in Kitchener, Canada - five of them now belong to Americans. A
total of 65 chess players from both the United States and Canada met in this
beautiful and picturesque town in the province of Ontario. Mexico and Bermuda did not send delegations. Nevertheless
the American team composed of 27 players played to the best of their abilities
against Canada on their home turf. 



OPEN
SECTION WINNERS



This category had 47 players of which 18-players were Americans. IM
Kesav Viswanadha of California secured a clutch win in the final round against
FM Edward Song to win the gold medal with 7.5 of 9 points.
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Varun Krishnan also
of California followed suit against Christopher Wu in order to clinch silver.
FM Awonder Liang came in 4th place as Canadian Terry Song Guannan
won the bronze.  On a different note, WCM
Apurva Virkud played in the open section instead of the girls section scoring
4.5 of 9. Both the International Master title for first place and FIDE Master
Title were at play for the second and third place winners of this section. 



GIRLS
SECTION WINNERS



This category had 17 girls of which 9-players were Americans. The
highest rated player was Canada's WIM Qiyu Zhou (2125 FIDE) but at the end of
the event WFM Agata Bykovtsev of California won clear gold with 7 of 9,
followed by WFM Jennifer Yu of Virginia with silver and WFM Kimberly Ding of
New Jersey with bronze. Of the three games that I lost in this event, one of
them was to Agata so I am have no problem posting that game here as it was an
honor losing to the 2015 NAJC Champion. Agata Bykovtsev is now a Woman
International Master.
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Agata Bykovtsev and Megan Lee (who previously won this event) at a recent session of the US Chess School 








WHAT
ABOUT ME?



I finished in 7th place and honestly I am happy with that
result because things could have been worse for me. Let me explain. I arrived
ready and prepared for this tournament, after winning the first round I felt I
was on all cylinders, but at the start of the second round I faced a health
issue that lasted three days. I am unaware of how I won the 3rd
round, I guess sheer will power. I was only half a point from the leaders at
that stage but after the 4th round I was playing at half strength. 



My
father asked me if I needed to withdraw but I told him that I was going to play
regardless of how I was feeling, ‘I am not a quitter,' was my exact answer. I
can honestly say that the pounding that I took was a character building
experience, I am not joking. Yes, chess builds character! By Thursday morning I
was feeling so much better but the damage was done in my hopes of reaching the
medal stand. But I raised my head up high and I smiled as I applauded every
winner during the award's ceremony. I can honestly say there will be other
opportunities for medal glory and that is the beauty of chess - we get to do it
all over again in the next tournament. In one year I will be going to college
and I will always remember these moments - what a blessing! 



SPECIAL
THANKS

I'd like to take a moment to recognize the effort invested by the organizers
and tournament directors. We, the American delegation, thank you for your warm
hospitality as this event was well-run. We hope to see you soon again!



OFFICIAL
WEBSITE



http://www.chessfest.ca/najunior.html 

http://www.chessfest.ca/standings.html 



My
Website: www.claudiamunoz.com 

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/ChessCampeona 

Twitter:
@chesscampeona  
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October  - Chess Life Online 2015

Team USA Wins Four Medals in Greece 10th Annual Transatlantic Cup Match Set for November 6Players Arrive for 2015 World Youth Largest US Delegation in History Travels to World Youth in Greece Yifan Hou With Lavish Lead in Monte Carlo Karlsson, the Original, Wins Training TournamentThe Millionaire Chess Experience Armed Forces Champ & Brilliant Tactician Emory Tate, 1958-2015Washington Chess Congress:  "I Needed That Money."  If A King Falls And No One Sees It:  GM Rogers on BerlinSaint Louis Showdown:  Nakamura vs. Caruana Larkins Wins 56th Armed Forces OpenChess Under a Rocket:  US Chess Celebrates National Chess Day Rapid Success from Vegas to Berlin:  Nakamura and Carlsen Happy National Chess Day!GM Chirila on a Millionaire Kickoff 
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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