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Thirty-nine
scholastic chess teams from across the United States competed for a chance at
an all-expense paid trip to London in the inaugural Yes2Chess competition.
After nearly three months, Columbia Grammar Preparatory (NY) won the honor by
the very slimmest of margins. Actually, there wasn't any margin, but we'll get
back to that.



For the thirty-nine
teams from places like Homestead, Florida and Valencia, California, Yes2Chess
match day couldn't come soon enough. This online double-elimination competition
did more than give the kids a chance to compete against young players aged 7-11
from across the United States. 



[image: yestochesskids3.jpg] "The competition brought together the students and the
school, supporting and encouraging the players from week to week as we awaited
the next match," said Susan Berger, the coordinator for the Imagine
International Academy of North Texas (coached by GM Babakuli Annakov). "The
competition really energized the students to practice, study and get together
to review games and prepare for the next match." The Imagine team finished 3rd
after starting the event by winning their first 6 matches.



There
could not have been a closer finish in the U.S. Finals. The two teams were both
from the New York City area, Columbia Grammar & Preparatory School and Yung
Wing Elementary. In the initial round of the event, the two had been paired and
Columbia Grammar barely won, 3-2. Yung Wing would not be outscored again, but
it was Columbia Grammar who took the title. 



Facing elimination against Columbia
Grammar (coached by Sophia Rohde, John Macarthur, Danny Rohde, Danny Vulis,
Andrew Harding, and GMs Michael Rohde and Joel Benjamin), Yung Wing handed the
eventual winners their only loss, 3-2. Now, each team had a loss, so it was on
to the final match. It ended in a draw! Yes2Chess officials turned to their
tie-break system and the score of the bottom board was tossed out, handing the
match to a very excited Columbia Grammar. Said a justifiably proud Sophia
Rohde: "I didn't even tell the kids about London until just before the final
match."



Event
TD Alex Holowczak emailed a short write-up to the top teams after the final
match. 



As an example of how
close it has been, it could have been so different. On board 4, black had
worked his way into a great position after white's 59th move:
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I expected Black to
play 59... Kb2, which I would think is a trivial win. 60. gxf5 gxf5 61. h5 c3+
62. Ke3 c2 63. h6 c1=Q etc. and black wins easily.



Unfortunately, c3+ as
played in the game loses! Running it through the computer now, 59.. fxg5
apparently also drew, but I hadn't looked at that.



IM Malcolm Pein, Chief
Executive of London-based Chess in Schools and Communities, which arranged for
the Yes2Chess competition said:



The success of the event has been
unprecedented, with participation across 8 countries in face to face and online
tournaments. With the support of our sponsor Barclaycard and the cooperation of
ChessBase we have run a tournament with over 10,000 children from primary
schools and our ambition is to make it double in size next year thanks to
technical improvements and the addition of new territories.



Besides the United
States, the Yes2Chess competition was held in Denmark, Portugal, Spain,
Germany, the United Kingdom, Norway, and Sweden. The winning teams from each of
those countries are enjoying the royal treatment (simul by GM David Howell,
Houses of Parliament Reception, a theatre trip to see the Lion King, and much
more) in London and battle in the final on July 8th.



Good luck to the
Columbia Grammar and Preparatory team of Harris
Lencz, Theo Kogan, Sam Korff, Moses Weintraub, Merlin Gogolin, Julian Daniels,
Marcus Burchill, Dylan Singer.



The event was
sponsored by Barclaycard.



Special recognition in
the U.S. should also go to Regine Li, coach of Yung Wing, and to Gail Winds of
Las Vegas Country Day who placed 10 teams in the competition! California Youth
Chess League (www.cycl.org) had 16 teams competing.



Go over the
round-by-round matches (check out the final 2 rounds!) 



Find photos and
updates from London on the Yes2Chess Website: http://yes2chess.org/usa/
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July - Chess Life Online 2014

Gu & Patel Clear Winners in OrlandoFirsts in Norway:  Captain Donaldson Previews the Olympiad Upsets Abound at the Denker Edward Song Wins US Cadet The Fun in Orlando Begins with Denker, Barber & NGIT  Cadet Heats Up Four Tie at 1st Junior Girls, Munoz Wins Scholarship Executive Board Election Results are in Team USA Shines in Mexico Fields Set for Denker, Barber and NGIT Shulman:  Learn from Mistakes, Don't Just Admit Them [VIDEO]Greg on Chess:  Girls Tournaments A Memorable Life:  Bobby Fischer Show at the World Chess Hall of Fame Girls Junior Invitational Underway The July Check is in the MailRon Finegold, 1937-2014 US Masters Returns to North Carolina Labor Day Weekend GM Stripunsky Takes Down Fairfield County MastersAmericans Take the Lead in Mexico Cadet Set forJuly 19-23 in Rockville Travel & Chess:  From Paris to the French Quarter US Girls Closed Set for New Hampshire, July 17-21 The Scoop on the World Open Yes2Chess Finals Begin in LondonIlya Smirin Wins the World Open U.S Junior Open Hits Houston Next Weekend Powerful Olympic Teams Set for Tromso Ortiz Suarez Wins in DC, Norms for Kannappan, Korley & Liang   
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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