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				[image: JohnBleadSTL.jpg]Friday didn’t look so black for John Bartholomew. The 26-year-old International Master picked up chess’ hottest item before the holiday rush this year: his first Grandmaster norm, last week at the Saint Louis Classic. He also took clear first with 6.5/9. 



John goes through some key moments of the tournament: 

 






The annual event, put on by the Chess Club and Scholastic Center of Saint Louis, is designed to award these norms, or milestones toward earning chess’ highest titles IM and GM. Per the requirements of FIDE, the world’s governing body of chess solely in charge of awarding both titles, a player must not only pass a rating threshold but also collect three quality performances in high-level tournaments. These norms, as they are called, are as much a reflection of the player – who must ultimately execute – as they are the event, which must pass several strict guidelines for FIDE recognition.



Click here to read the full article at www.stlbeacon.org. 
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Make your tax-deductible donation to the Phillip LeCornu Memorial Olympiad Fund



USCF Benefactors




Register for an Upcoming USCF National Event

Registration now open for 2016 spring national scholastic events!
Where to play USCF rated online chess? 

On ICC

On Chess.com


			



		 

				

				
			

December - Chess Life Online 2013

Webster and UTD Lead Pan-AmsGolden Weather at the World Youth:  Medals for Liang & PengUpdate From Al-Ain:  Mettle to Win Medals Queen’s Game:  Third All Girls’ Chess CampTrosman Memorial Simul Becomes an Annual EventFSU's Road to the 2013 Pan AmUS Champion John Grefe Dies at 66 Lunch With Anand:  "Chess Must be Fun."  Not Just Luck:  A Weekend of Chess in Vegas All's Well in Al AinBrooklyn Castle in Armenia Kudrin Leads Marshall Club Champs Hungry Hungaski:  Organizational Glitches Mar Start of World YouthMarshall Blitz in Memory of Robert Byrne The Magic of Chess Moves:  The K-12 in Disney World Just Short of Podium:  Donaldson on World Team Nakamura Victorious in LondonLondon Chess Classic Final:  Nakamura-Gelfand  National K-12 Grade Champs Underway in FloridaThe December Check is in the Mail [Miniatures] Finegold on the London Classic  Millionaire Chess Comes to Vegas 2014  Kannappan Wins Thanksgiving Open in STLGareev & Molner Top American Open USCF Tournament Weather Alert US 4th in World Team; Medals for Nakamura, Onischuk, Akobian Sevian Awarded IM Title Silman's Holiday Pick:  Strategy for Club Players The Scoop on the Congress [VIDEO] K-12 Heads to Disney WorldWorld Team Update:  US Falls to China, Defeats AzerbaijanJohnny B. Good for a GM Norm [VIDEO] More Chess to Enjoy [December Chess Life] 
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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