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Last year I read an article in Chess Life Online by Dr. WIM Alexey Root  that suggested placing chess among the games offered on International Games Day @ your Library.   The article mentioned that November 16, 2013 would be this year’s event day.   








Since my wife, Susan, is the manager in charge of the online services of the Alameda County Library System (California) and I love organizing chess events, I suggested she pass information on to the library powers informing them  that I would be happy to volunteer my services to provide chess game activities at the Fremont Main Branch of their library system on November 16.  


[image: IGD1.jpg]



I am excited to report that the initial outing of chess on International Games Day on Saturday, November 16 proved very popular.  Karen Pacheco the librarian in charge of organizing the event provided me with one large room and a small conference room.  Along with the help of  FIDE Arbitrator Gaurang Mehta, who is one of the coaches at Weibel Elementary and until coming to this country six years ago ran a chess school for young players in India, I set up chess boards and pieces on twelve five foot tables.  Gaurang created a section of the room to teach raw beginners chess.  Kevin Moy, a young National Expert, set aside a section to teach more advanced players endgame techniques.  Louis Law, a third grade student and one of Weibel’s chess elites, played a small simul. 








 I even talked my son Micah out of retirement to play blitz one minute against five minute against all comers.  This proved the most popular event of the day.  In the small conference room I set up a computer to project a few chess movies during the day.  I spent my time directing interested chess players to open boards where they might get a game with someone at or near their own chess skill level.  I think my favorite pairings was getting some of the mothers of the younger chess players into games.  








Over the course of five hours over 120 people participated in the chess activities.   Many asked me if I could do a similar chess event every Saturday.  I, regretfully, had to inform them of my time limitations and direct the interested parties to some of the chess clubs in our area.  I did say that I hoped the Fremont Main Library Branch would consider making chess an annual part of International Games Day.








The International Games Day in 2014 will take place on November 15. I hope I can play this forward.  You can find this year’s postings at http://igd.ala.org/
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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