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				[image: USCFlogoslide.jpg]The Frank P. Samford Jr. Chess Fellowship is pleased to announce its twenty eighth consecutive annual award.  The Fellowship was created by the late Frank P. Samford of Birmingham, Alabama to advance the game he loved by identifying and assisting the most promising young chess masters in the United States. 



Since its inception in 1987 the Samford has been successful in promoting the chess careers of more than two dozen  young Americans, many of whom have gone on to become grandmasters, members of the U.S. Olympiad Chess Team and United States Chess Champions.  Former Samford Scholars Hikaru Nakamura and Gata Kamsky are presently rated in the top 20 players in the world.



This Fellowship is open to American chessplayers who are under the age of twenty five at the start of the Fellowship, July 1, 2014, and have been permanent residents of the U.S. for at least one year prior to that date.  Leadership of the Fellowship program is provided by Mr. Samford Jr's son, Frank P. Samford III of Atlanta, Georgia, with the able help of Barbara DeMaro of the U.S. Chess Trust.



The 2014 Samford Chess Fellow will receive a monthly stipend for living expenses, training by leading chess coaches, chess books, computer equipment and other study materials as well as opportunities to travel and compete in tournaments and matches at the highest levels.  The value of the Fellowship (including stipend, training, study materials and tournament travel) has been increased to $42,000 annually.  It is given for a one year term and can be extended for a second year by mutual consent.



The 2014 Samford Fellow will be selected by the Samford Chess Fellowship Committee ("Committee"), consisting of Frank P. Samford III, grandmaster Arthur Bisguier and international master John Donaldson.  Each applicant, who can be male or female, must be able to demonstrate talent, achievement and commitment to chess.  He or she must be willing to make the effort required to become a leading grandmaster and possible challenger for the world chess championship.  Applicants must have a chess rating (USCF, FIDE or both).  For further details and an application forms write to: 



John Donaldson, Secretary

Samford Chess Fellowship

1623 ½ Martin Luther King Junior Way

Berkeley, CA 94709             

Or: (510) 644-1285 and [email protected] 



Completed applications for the 2014 Fellowship must be received no later than January 15, 2014.  We expect to announce the winner in April, 2014.  All decisions by the Committee will be final.



A new Fellow will be selected every year if qualified applicants can be found.  It is expected that the Samford Fellowship will continue to produce very strong American chessplayers, some of whom will join the elite group of world supergrandmasters.



The Samford Fellowship seeks to replicate the excellence and achievement that marked the life of Frank P. Samford, Jr.  Funding for this program is made possible by the generosity of Mrs. Virginia Donovan, widow of Mr. Samford Jr., and by Torchmark Corporation.
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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