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The #7 article in Best of CLO 2011 is Dreams and Local Heroes by Chad Schneider. Judges praised the honesty and tone of Schneider's chronicle to organize a major FIDE rated tournament, the Rocky FIDE Open in  Alburquerque, New Mexico. 



Most dreams are built off of memories and this explains most components of the Southern Rocky. We brought in our favorite memories from other tournaments including, hand carved boards and demo boards to showcase the elite players from a tournament such as National Open, a prize fund constructed similar to the Philadelphia Open, two days of separate scholastic tournaments similar to many tournaments in Arizona, and the local hospitality I felt when I attended the Governor’s Cup in Sioux Falls, SD. 



Schneider's dream continues into 2012 as the 2nd Southern Rocky FIDE Open will be held from February 23-25, 2012. The event will also feature GM lectures and simuls. Finally, a National title is up for grabs- the 2012 G/15 Championship goes down on February 26, 2012. Find more details on the website  and the facebook event page.   



The Judges Sound Off 

Read more about the judges here. 



I think this article is a little jewel, even if it took me a while to 
realize this.  It’s easy, in fact, to miss a small gem in a world where 
everyone makes a row or tries to be more glittering in order to get 
noticed.  A moving and catching beginning, a good rhythm, a quantity of 
precious information, the clear and genuine goal of sharing an 
experience that can be useful to others, hence to chess at large: what 
more can you ask for? 



Chad Schneider refrains from excess and avoids the pompous, self-celebrating style we all tend to have at times when particularly proud of our achievements. This could be considered the epitome of class: when someone is able – like Chad was in this article -- to share his experiences and successes without being celebrative or over self-concentrated. He’s informative and moderate, but never cold. He actually managed to touch me and keep me involved until the end. I’ve also appreciated the game annotation by Lior Lapid, because he concentrates on the psychological aspects making it both interesting and accessible to beginners or even non-players (for example, parents, class mates, teachers, etc. I think it’s important to be able to communicate to non-chess players, sometimes…)--- Janis Nisii 



A dream comes true!  The author expressed a dream of attracting international caliber players to his small and remote chess community, hoping to inspire someone.  In the spirit of the baseball film Field of Dreams, he built it and they came--two Grandmasters, two International Masters and a young local master.  The story reaches its climax when the local player defeats an IM and ties for first!  Truly encouraging.  Maybe another small club in another state will pick up the concept in the future—Michael Aigner  



Another great perspective piece.  It takes a village to raise a child … and have a successful chess event!  --Jessica Era Prescott 



I enjoyed this article because the prose is clear and to the point. The author hits each subject with a steady pace. The tone is warm and engaging; the plot is engaging and builds to a climax.—Galen Pyle 



The introduction was interesting and the reference to the trials and tribulations of organizing a strong tournament was welcome. The coverage of the event and the focus on the game that resulted in the unexpected local winner were well done. The inclusion of the list of winners in the article with a link to the rating report crosstable were also good.--- Myron Lieberman 



Best of CLO 2011 Countdown 

#7- Dreams and Local Heroes  by Chad Schneider 

#8- An Amateur Invades the World Amateur Team  by the US Chess Scoop (Judging article)  

#9- Keep the Draw--Fix the Flaw  by Tom Braunlich (Judging article)

#10- Nakamura in Brazil: From Fighting Anand to Miss USA by GM Ian Rogers  (Judging article) 
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March - Chess Life Online 2012

World Champ Vishy Anand to Visit Los Angeles Hess and Shankland to Clash in Online Match Denker & Barber Events Set for Vancouver, Washington New to New to Chess:  Castling in 60 Seconds IM Norm Tourney Underway at NorCal House of Chess Five-Way Tie at Mid-America Open Second Grade Girl Wins High School ChampionshipHolt and Robson Score in Texas GMs Benjamin, Gelashvili, Kekelidze & Kudrin Top Long Island Open Americans in ReykjavikFinal Four of Chess Offers Summer Internships to Top College PlayersCaruana Wins Clear in Iceland Western Class:  The Young and the Veteran US Junior Congress Brings Talent to San FranBrooklyn Castle Premieres at SXSWCaruana Leads Reykjavik Open The March Check is in the Mail Philip Wang Wins 16th Metropolitan InvitationalPack Your Pieces and Go:  A Southern Rocky StoryChess Queen Kosteniuk on Chess King Joseph Henry Condon, Belle Computer Creator, Dies28th North American Masters Mikko Markkula, 1947-2012 Darwin Yang:  Solo at the Top Giving Class Players Their Due
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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