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						 By Dewain Barber					
					  
				
	
					July 26, 2010				
	
				The Denker Tournament of High School Champions  turned twenty-five years old this last August.  I paused to reflect on how this event has evolved because at the start there wasn’t even a site picked.  GM Denker simply said to me when he called one evening many years ago, “I want to do something for the kids.” At first, I thought he was simply going to donate his time to do a simultaneous exhibition or volunteer to pass out trophies at one of the Nationals.  But as it turned out, it was a whole lot more than I expected.



First, it was the idea of selecting deserving players who would want to travel to an event.  He then provided an idea or two suggesting an event that brought together every state high school champion.  But, would it be the highest rated player who qualified?  Would it be based on age or something else?



As it turned out the decision we agreed upon was to invite the champions from the high school tournaments of each state to play.  But, when?  Since I was acquainted with the scholastic schedule, I knew that many of the months that might be considered would be out.  The fall was the start of school year, the winter would present problems with travel, and the spring was devoted to competing in state events and the Scholastic Nationals.  The end result was a decision by both of us that the summer would work.  But, where?  There were few scholastic events available during the summer, and most families were on summer vacation.  This would mean starting a new event with no support.  Arnold suggested the US Open as a possible site.  He had been US Champion and had played in the US Open for many years so it seemed a possibility.  The US Open was a very prestigious event with many strong players at all levels and ages wanting to compete so the fundamental question was, “Would the US Chess Federation accept a bunch of high school kids playing at their event?”  Maybe yes, maybe no.



I mentioned to GM Denker that there were several committees that needed to review this, and any one of them could say no.  As it turned out there was moderate interest in the idea, but I sensed it would take more than moderate interest to get it passed by the USCF Delegates and accepted.  I had truly forgotten that I was dealing with one of the most charismatic and dynamic persons to ever push a pawn.  GM Denker stepped forward and made the case with many of his long time friends that this event would be good for the kids and good for chess.  The case was made and the vote was to approve.



That was all good and fine, but what were the rules and who would decide when it came to the issue of qualifications. I mentioned to GM Denker that I would try to write some rules and he stated he would provide a stipend of $100 to each participant.



The early years saw just over half of the states attending with many states not even bothering to return messages to the USCF Scholastic Director.  I wondered if this event was ever going to get at least two-thirds of the states and maybe help support a young man who wanted to become a GM. 



Several times I would contact a high school state champion and the word was, “The Denker event does not have any strong players and I have other things to do during the summer.” 



At this point, it was very much like the film about baseball: “If you build it they will come.” And sure enough they did, and the state count began to rise because GM Denker kept up the positive enthusiasm needed to move this event forward.  He always had a smile and a kind word to say to the players with interesting stories and a sense of humor flowing through the conversation.  The man was magnetic, had the joy of living, and funny chess stories that kept the gathering alive.



He gained support from the University of Texas at Dallas (UTD) who provided a scholarship.  Texas Tech has also supported the event and so has the Chess Trust. 



One time he said to me, a few years before his death, that he was going to change the name of the event.  I was surprised at the thought, but he said, “Let’s change it.”



I said, “No, absolutely not. You have created a legacy that will be continued and appreciated by all the chess players who see the event, follow the results, and cheer on their champions.”  I knew he was just kidding, but I am happy for what has been accomplished and that Mitchell Denker, his son, came on board a short time ago when GM Denker passed away and has continued that same enthusiasm.



It is with great pleasure and reverence that I say it has been an honor to meet and greet the young people who can proudly say, “I played in the Denker!”  It is a legacy that the entire chess community can be proud of.  As we move into the next quarter century, it will continue to shine as an example of the best we can offer from Alaska to Maine, Michigan to Texas, Florida to Hawaii and from California to Virginia. I say from the deepest part of my heart: “Thank you, Arnold, for the legacy you have bestowed upon the chess community.” 



In conjunction with the Denker from July 31-August 3, Irvine, California will also host the first Trophies Plus US Girls Junior Open Championship  and the World Chess Live Tournament of College Champions (download pdf entry form for TOC here.)

 


Denker 2010 Participant List 



	
			State

			

			
				
			Name

			

			
			
	
			Alabama

			

				
			Jeffrey
			Byrd

			

			
	
			Alaska

			

				
			Hannah
			Warren

			

			
	
			Arizona

			

				
			Kevin
			Zhang

			

			
	
			Arkansas

			

				
			Alexander
			Wolf

			

			
	
			California
			N.

			

				
			Steven
			Zierk

			

			
	
			California
			S.

			

				
			Christian
			Tanaka

			

			
	
			SoCal-ALT

			

				
			Kyron
			Griffith

			

			
	
			Colorado

			

				
			Richard
			Herbst

			

			
	
			Connecticut

			

				
			Michael
			Finneran

			

			
	
			Delaware

			

				
			Michael
			Pergeorelis

			

			
	
			DC

			

				
			 

			

			
	
			Florida

			

				
			Enmanuel
			Iglesias

			

			
	
			Georgia

			

				
			Elliott
			Chung

			

			
	
			Hawaii

			

				
			Stephen
			Mau

			

			
	
			Idaho

			

				
			Adam
			Jiang

			

			
	
			Illinois

			

				
			Eric
			Rosen

			

			
	
			Indiana

			

				
			Steven
			Cooklev

			

			
	
			Iowa

			

				
			Matt
			Anzis

			

			
	
			Kansas

			

				
			Andrew
			Latham

			

			
	
			Kentucky

			

				
			Alex
			Hamilton

			

			
	
			Louisiana

			

				
			Kyle
			Hecker

			

			
	
			Maine

			

				
			Aaron
			Spencer

			

			
	
			Maryland

			

				
			Charles
			Yang

			

			
	
			Massachusetts

			

				
			Andrew C.
			Wang

			

			
	
			Michigan

			

				
			Michael
			Bowersock

			

			
	
			Minnesota

			

				
			PrashanthaAmarasinghe
			

			

			
	
			Mississippi

			

				
			 

			

			
	
			Missouri

			

				
			James
			Larkin Smith

			

			
	
			Montana

			

				
			 

			

			
	
			Nebraska

			

				
			Albert
			Zhou

			

			
	
			Nevada

			

				
			Richard
			Lee

			

			
	
			New
			Hampshire

			

				
			Gerald
			Potorski

			

			
	
			New
			Jersey

			

				
			Andrew
			Shvartsman

			

			
	
			New
			Mexico

			

				
			John
			Flores

			

			
	
			New York

			

				
			Deepak
			Aaron

			

			
	
			North
			Carolina

			

				
			Josh Mu

			

			
	
			North
			Dakota

			

				
			Austin
			Battles

			

			
	
			Ohio

			

				
			Ryan
			Clayton

			

			
	
			Oklahoma

			

				
			Ryan
			Farell

			

			
	
			Oregon

			

				
			Alexandra
			Botez

			

			
	
			Pennsylvania

			

				
			Kevin Mo

			

			
	
			Rhode
			Island

			

				
			Benjamin
			Swiszcz

			

			
	
			South
			Carolina

			

				
			Kenzie
			Moore

			

			
	
			South
			Dakota

			

				
			 

			

			
	
			Tennessee

			

				
			Peter
			Suich

			

			
	
			Texas

			

				
			Bob Shao

			

			
	
			Utah

			

				
			Tony Chen

			

			
	
			Vermont

			

				
			David Ro

			

			
	
			Virginia

			

				
			Quentin R.
			Moore

			

			
	
			Washington

			

				
			Alex Guo

			

			
	
			West
			Virginia

			

				
			Josh
			Helgoe

			

			
	
			Wisconsin

			

				
			James H.
			Bowen

			

			
	
			Wyoming

			

				
			Chris R.
			Andrews
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Make your tax-deductible donation to the Phillip LeCornu Memorial Olympiad Fund



USCF Benefactors




Register for an Upcoming USCF National Event

Registration now open for 2016 spring national scholastic events!
Where to play USCF rated online chess? 

On ICC

On Chess.com
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The Chess Party Begins in Irvine Irina Krush Victory Rap The Odds at the DenkerPan-Am Youth Squad Heads to BrazilNew FIDE Titles for AmericansBullyproof Chess Arbiter Update:  From the World School to Online TrainingUS Chess School Comes to Dallas US Women's and Juniors Closing Gallery Datta Wins Record Smashing U.S. Junior OpenThe Denker Turns 25 in Irvine, California The US Senior Open Returns to Boca Raton Berkeley International Returns in 2011Chess Boy Scouts Merit Badge Announced in Saint Louis Tatev Abrahamyan Wins 2010 US Women's Fighting Spirit Award Sevillano Triumphs in Agoura HillsA Perfect Storm Leads IM Sam Shankland to US Junior titleNietman and Walters Elected to USCF Executive Board Krush crowned; three-way tie atop Junior leaderboardMitkov Takes 2010 Chicago Class Krush and Zatonskih Tied in Women; Zhao Creeps Closer to Robson in JuniorsA Chess Mom on the US Junior Closed Zatonskih Maintains Lead; Robson Pulls Away in JuniorsYang and Liou Share Cadet TitleZatonskih Still Leads at the US Women's; Zhao FaltersLiou Leads the 2010 Cadet ChampionshipZatonskih and Zhao bring their A-GameKislik and Naroditsky Earn IM Norms in HungaryAdelberg and Ostrovskiy Take An Early Lead In CadetZhao Leads Junior Closed, Zatonskih and Krush WinUS Cadet Championship OpensHarper Leads Juniors; Favorites Break Streak at the Women'sDaniel Naroditsky Earns IM Norm in Hungary Stage Set for Epic Showdown at U.S. Women's ChampionshipFighting Chess in round 1 of US Womens and US Juniors  Pairings Set for 2010 U.S. Women's and Junior Closed ChampsChess Talk with Yasser Seirawan The Scoop on the World Open A Parent's Perspective on Chess Camps July Grand Prix Update Vik(c)tors Top the World OpenNakamura to Comment on Opening Weekend of US Junior and US Women's The Origins of National Chess Day Laznicka Pulls Away at the World Open GMs Battle as World Open Merge Approaches Hilton on Arriving in Valley Forge The July Check is in the Mail The US Chess Scoop on Valley Forge:  Part I 
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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