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				[image: chesswild3.jpg]One of the pleasures of chess can be where you play it. 



Have you ever played in a chess tournament held in a truly exotic place? I don’t mean a nice hotel with interesting tourist facilities nearby. And I don’t mean a special exhibition at a museum or in Central Park. I mean an actual tournament where the playing venue itself is extraordinary or extreme.



One classic example of a remarkable tournament location is the nearly forgotten series of big tournaments held at the Paul Masson Winery in the Santa Cruz Mountains of California in the late 1970s. For several years they played a master-level tournament out in the vineyards on top of a hill, sitting at picnic tables battling the sun and sipping wine between rounds. Guests included Boris Spassky and Dr. Max Euwe, who gave exhibitions under tents. What other sport can be played in a vineyard? 



Perhaps readers can comment with other examples, but a new one I’d like to add to the short list of amazing chess venues is last weekend’s Phillips 66 Chess Classic — held at Woolaroc, a sprawling 3,700 acre wildlife preserve established in the early 1920s by Frank Phillips (founder of Phillips Petroleum in 1917) in the rugged Osage Hills of northeastern Oklahoma.



[image: chesswild5.jpg]The playing hall was adjacent to his original rustic eight-bedroom ‘hunting lodge,’ and surrounded by herds of dusty buffalo, stately elk, gangly ostriches, longhorn sheep, proud llamas, Watusi bulls, and many other exotic animals in the preserve. In the playing room itself, dozens of stuffed owls and game birds watched like silent kibitzers over the tournament games from their perches in the rafters. A giant elk spectated from the fireplace mantle.



Organizer Steve Wharry decided to celebrate the 25th anniversary of this annual event, and arranged it at this marvelous setting for his own enjoyment, as something he hoped would be unique and memorable. Each meal was catered. The playing hall had an expansive picture window view of the large pond and rocky countryside where the players could go hiking on sandstone trails between rounds with their families. Or they could wander through the massive museum at Woolaroc and see Phillips’ extensive collection of western art, authentic cowboy memorabilia, American Indian artifacts, and petroleum paraphernalia from this area that was once the site of one of the richest oilfields in the world.

 

[image: chesswild1.jpg]Best of all was the adjacent lodge that, in its heyday (1925-1950), was visited by many celebrities, politicians, entertainers, and businessmen, from General MacArthur to Will Rogers. It and the ranch are now on the national register of historic places. Its walls are almost literally covered with 204 stuffed heads of remarkable animals Phillips brought to the animal park from all over the world, including zebras, rhinoceroses (rhinoceri?), and a long necked giraffe. (There was no actual hunting of these imported animals; they all died of natural causes in the preserve.) High stakes poker games were a common evening entertainment, and once Blackstone the Magician asked Frank to throw the deck against the wall and magically made the Queen of Spades adhere there. Supposedly the card remains there even today. 



The bombastic businessman also used his lodge to impress eastern bankers and to strengthen his relationship with the local Osage Indian chiefs on whose reservation many of his oil wells were sited. The lodge was also the site in 1926 of a rowdy and historic reunion of all the remaining old sheriffs, bandits, outlaws, and oil wildcatters — perhaps the last hurrah of the Old West.



[image: chesswild2.jpg]The tournament itself was as rugged as the rustic setting. Tied for first were Devin Hughes and me, scoring 3½ / 4, winning $525 each. Devin is a talented young expert-ranked high school player. Class prizes were: Bran Whitcomb (A, $600), Ryan West (B, $450), Jeff Williams (C, $300), Jacob Smith and Frank Smentkowski (D, $150 each).



[image: chesswild4.jpg]Steve Wharry, a veteran tournament director and player in Oklahoma, generously returned all the entry fees in prizes for the event, and paid for the location and catering costs out of his own pocket. “I did it as a labor of love, to hold one chess event that will be truly remembered around here,” he said. The remote location, 15 miles from the nearest hotel, made logistics difficult for some players, and the turnout was lighter than Steve had hoped for. So it is unclear if he will continue the event next year. But those of us who were lucky enough to be there will never forget it, and will try hard to cajole him into repeating chess again at wild and wooly Woolaroc.
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January - Chess Life Online 2010

Carlsen Takes Corus; Nakamura Ties for 4th Americans in Gibraltar at the HalfCarlsen Takes Lead in CorusCarlsen and Kramnik Lead in CorusBest of CLO 2009:  #1The Hare and the Tortoise:  GM Rogers on Corus Chess in Paradise:  Not too Late!The US Chess School in Atlanta:  A Student's Perspective USCF News:  Calling All State and College Chess Champions Best of CLO 2009:  #2Kramnik Grabs Lead in CorusBest of CLO 2009:  #3World Team Lecture Series in Saint Louis Nakamura Falls to Karjakin; Kramnik Defeats Carlsen Kosteniuk Simul Set for Elementary Nationals; Book Your Rooms Now! Americans Arrive in GibraltarBest of CLO 2009:  #4 Lenderman Dances To the Top at Golden State Best of CLO 2009:  #5Nakamura Falters to Kramnik in CorusBest of CLO 2009:  #6US Championship,  Olympiad Qualification and 2011 World Team Championship RulesNakamura Beats Shirov in Corus! The Scoop on Liberty Bell, Part IIBest of CLO 2009:  #7Nakamura Draws in Corus "A", Robson Tearing up "C" Best of CLO 2009:  #8Nakamura- Carlsen Battle Drawn; Shirov Still BlazingThe Scoop on Liberty Bell:  Part I Best of CLO 2009:  #9 Chess-in-the-Schools' MLK  Tournament Draws Hundreds of Players Best of CLO 2009:  #10 Results in for Golden State:  Lenderman Wins Shirov Still Perfect in Corus; Nakamura Holds Anand Svidler on Nakamura:   An ICC Treat Shabalov Grabs Clear First at Liberty Bell The Chessdrum on Helping Haiti Nakamura, Shirov and Carlsen Win Again in CorusJennifer's US Chess League Game of the Year Countdown Khachiyan Leads in Concord Chess Exhibition Raises Funds for Haitian Earthquake VictimsNakamura Defeats Van Wely in Corus Van Wely and Shirov Off to Running Start in Corus; Nakamura Draws Golden State Open Begins Hilton on Not Playing the Pan-AmsCorus Schedule Set Best of CLO 2009:  Meet the Judges and Honorable Mentions  Big Chess Weekend Ahead Silver for the Team and Two Individual Golds:  World Team Closing GalleryUSA Takes Silver at World Team!!Instant Replay:  USA Loses Lead But Hunts for Medals Robson and Rich on the World Team:  US in Clear LeadInstant Replay:  US Wins in Round 7 and Leads World Team Barracuda Alert:  Adamson on the Board and Fish on the Plate!Ray Robson Officially a GM! Nakamura Annotates Gelfand ScorcherInstant Replay:  USA-3, Brazil-1 24th North American Masters BeginsInstant Replay:  USA-2.5, Israel-1.5Instant Replay:  USA-3, Egypt-1Shankland and Sevian Shine in Santa Clara Paths to the Top:  GM Josh on Edmonton and Vegas Instant Replay:  Russia-3, USA-1Robson Annotates US Victory Over IndiaKamsky Wins Clutch Game in ItalyInstant Replay:  US-3  India-1 at the World TeamsStrong start for U.S. at World Team Championship Lost and Found:  An Interview with Jeff Sarwer USA Beats Turkey 3-1 In World Team U.S. Team Arrives, Prepares for World Team ChampionshipSturt,Lapshun and Yudasin Win New Year OpenLenderman Wins the Eastern Open First GM Scalp for Ostrovskiy Kamsky in Italy:  Inspiration for the New Decade! World Team Silhouettes  Pan Am Photo Gallery:  Fun & Games in South Padre IslandThe January '10 Check is in the Mail 
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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