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IM Daniel Rensch, with GM Gregory Kaidanov in the background Photo Rebekah Silver




The #1 article in Best of CLO 2009 is Road to GM: Not Broken  by FM (now IM) Daniel Rensch. Judges praised Rensch's honest and heartfelt essay, which used chess to teach universal lessons. 



Daniel Rensch earned his IM title soon after writing Road to GM, achieving his final norm at the SPICE CUP International. Finegold earned his GM title at the same time, an accomplishment that is featured on the cover of the February 2010 Chess Life Magazine.  



Rensch is the founder and CEO of American Chess Events (ACE), an LLC based in Mesa, Arizona. Browse the American Chess Events website for program details, upcoming and recently concluded events and summaries of the latest news in the chess world. Rensch also has a series of chess video lessons on chess.com.  

 


Danny is also a player and Assistant Manager of the US Chess League team, the Arizona Scorpions. 



Good luck to IM Rensch on his road to GM, and we hope that we'll get to hear about the second half on CLO!  



The Judges Sound Off 

Read more about the judges here 



(Rensch's article) combines deep self-knowledge, deep chess knowledge and deep emotions, a rare occurence in chess journalism. Rensch writes in a very candid style about his success and failures in both chess and personal life.  Touching and interesting at the same time, kept me at the edge of my seat until the last word of the article.-  Arne Moll  

 


Heartful, compelling, and most of all, authentic.  Rensch paves his Road to GM with honesty, and not a whit of a self-importance.- Rob Bernard



I have a special place in my heart for these articles, and I have known Danny for a long time, and am so glad to see him get his well-deserved IM title.  I know Danny will become GM, it is just a matter of time. The difficulties Danny has gone though, and the way he expresses himself in this article made it a great read, even for a non-chess player!- GM Ben Finegold



Very compelling.  Sincerity goes a long way.  I feel motivated just by reading it.-Jessica Martin



Editor's Note: Thanks to our judges for their thoughtful remarks and readings. I hope that Best of CLO 2010 will be even more competitive. If you have ideas on how to make that happen, email me at [email protected] Jennifer Shahade



Best of CLO 2009 Countdown 

#1- Road to GM: Not Broken  by FM (now IM) Daniel Rensch  (Read Judges' Thoughts ) 

#2-US Chess School Comes to Arizona Part I  and Part II  by Elizabeth Vicary (Read Judges' Thoughts) 

#3-Krush on the Congress: From Worst to First  by IM Irina Krush (Read Judges' Thoughts) 

#4- Castling Long Around the World  by FM Mike Klein (Read Judges' Thoughts) 

#5-The Grandmaster House  by GM Jesse Kraai (Read Judges' Thoughts) 

#6-Kamsky on Match: "Life Goes on."  by Macauley Peterson (Read Judges' Thoughts) 

#7-Abby Marshall on her Denker Win  by Abby Marshall (Read Judges' Thoughts) 

#8-How to Score a Summer Upset  by Matan Prilleltensky (Read Judges' Thoughts) 

#9- Adventures of a Samford: Friedel on the 2009 US Champs  by GM Josh Friedel  (Read Judges' Thoughts) 

#10-Interview with a Hall of Famer: GM John Fedorowicz   by WGM Jennifer Shahade 
(Read Judges' Thoughts) 
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October  - Chess Life Online 2010

Nakamura Falls to Ivanchuk in FinalsKaufman on the World Senior:  Midpoint Update Zierk Golden at World Youth; Silver for Xiong & Troff Carlsen a Smash Hit in Nanjing Medal Prospects Bright as World Youth Approaches FinaleUSCF Affairs:  Register to Vote & a Reminder to DelegatesWorld Youth Round 9:  Zierk Wins Again; Xiong Wins Gamechanger Time for SPICE Cup at Texas Tech Nakamura Nails Hammer in QuarterFinals Khachiyan Atop Western States Open Again Troff Increases Lead at the World Youth; Zierk Clinches IM NormGM Kaufman on the 2010 World Senior:  Arrival in ArcoWorld Youth Gallery and Update Juniors Excel in National Action Events GM Robert Hess on Top of the Boardwalk Open Larry Larkins:  2010 US Armed Forces ChampionNakamura on a Roll in Cap D'Agde Western States Underway US Chess League Week Nine Highlights:  Frenzy for Playoff SpotsAction Packed Weekend Set for Skokie and Reno 11 Still Perfect at the World Youth The Response to Donaldson's Olympic Impressions GMs Hess and Van Wely to Play in Berkeley InternationalWorld Youth Underway USCF Email Server AlertBartell and Melekhina Share PA State Title Amanov Unstoppable at the Midwest Class Softball Icon Jennie Finch Visits the Dean of Chess US Chess League Week 8 Highlights:  Playoffs Loom2010 Chess Olympiad:  Final Impressions Register as a USCF Voting Member More on National Chess Day:  From Alabama to Arizona US Chess Championships Return to Saint Louis in 2011 Daniel Steininger 2010 US Blind Chess ChampionUS Blind Championship Underway3rd Annual Schein-Friedman Awards AnnouncedKacheishvili Wins Continental Class Mike Goodall, Chess Promoter, Dies at 64 New US International Titles Ratified at FIDE CongressNational Chess Day Round-Up:  From Freeport to Bakersfield National Chess Day Parties Kick Off!Happy National Chess Day!US Chess League Highlights:  Week SevenContinental Class Kicks Off in VirginiaThe Scoop on Nuit Blanche The October Check is in the Mail Mauricio Flores Wins U.S. ClassNational Chess Day on October 9th:  It's Official! Ukraine & Russia Take Gold; US Teams Finish Strong USA Falls to Israel, Women Sweep Peru US Chess League Highlights:  Divisions Battle in Week Six
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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