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"I
firmly believe that any man's finest hour-his greatest fulfillment to all he
holds dear... is that moment when he has worked his heart out in a good cause and
lies exhausted on the field of battle-victorious." - Vince Lombardi



After
a weekend of fierce battles even IM Samuel Shankland's cell phone ran out of
battery.



146
players converged in Santa Clara to welcome 2010 with a Chess Tournament. This
included 34 in the developmental "under 1000" section. The FIDE rated
Master section attracted 21 players.



IM Sam Shankland has
won three out of four tournaments organized by Bay Area Chess including the CalChess State
Championship in which he tied with GM Jesse Kraai.
At the "new" New Year's Event he did it again, taking clear first and
$700. He finished one point ahead of the pack with wins against five masters
and a draw against FM
Steven Zierk. Zierk finished second with 4.5 points.



Here are Shankland's wins from the event. You can see some of Shankland's own analysis from the tournament  on his brand new blog, samshankland.blogspot.com. 
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The
story of the year is already brewing and it is about the life and times of Samuel Sevian, Bay Area Chess Fellow in 2009 and 2010.
9-year-old Sevian gained 20 rating points to advance to 2143 with nine months to go in his
quest to be the youngest Master in history. Sevian beat two masters and drew
against two others before running out of steam on the last day falling on the
last day. He has a shot and completing his mission early in 2010 and will be
playing again at Continental Chess's January CA tournament, the Golden State Open  (which will be covered by "f-pawn" Michael Aigner on CLO ) as well as the 36thAnnual People's
Tournament.

 


Simon
Rubinstein-Salzedo won the Expert section with 5.0. Brain Wai won the A section.
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Edward Li and Colin Chow shared the top honors in the B-section with 4.5 points. 
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Veteran Harold
Parker dominated the C section. Abraham Adberstein won the D section and David
Adberstein won the E section. Since they were both unrated, we should also
mention Josiah Stearman as the winner of D section as well as Daniel Song and
Jothi Ramesh sharing the top E section award.



Kevin
Lin, Abhishek Handigol, Jordan De Medina, and James James Pflaging were the
winners in the 1-day development tournament on the 1st of January.



Also see complete Standings
and Prizes 
and the Rating Report on MSA. Read more about Bay Area chess here  and for more on Sam Shankland, see his recent report on CLO about his European adventures, and his new website, samshankland.com.  
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August - Chess Life Online 2010

RAW World Chess Challenge:  Magnus Takes on the World US Senior Wraps:  Ivanov Wins, Kaufman Advances to World SeniorBarnett Joins GMs Paragua & Shabalov at the Top of the Atlantic OpenUS Chess League Opens with FireworksAlexander Ivanov Wins 2010 US Senior Ivanov and Kudrin Lead US SeniorFour Lead US Senior OpenDean Sweeps the Dean of Chess Academy FIDE Invitational  US Senior Open Kicks Off Americans Abroad:  Nakamura Nets Amber Spot US Senior Open Begins MondayUS Olympiad Teams Finalized  A Grandmaster Vacation:  GM Pascal on SturbridgePerfection in Montreal GM Rogers on NH Chess:  Nakamura on a Roll Grand Prix Rule Changes Include 1st Prize Minimum 2010 US Chess League Preview Americans Abroad:  From Greece to Canada Schein - Friedman Scholastic Project The Kids are Alright in AmsterdamAmericans in Europe, ContinuedNakamura Saves Draw vs. Van Wely and Scores vs. NielsenNakamura Starts NH Masters with a WinUpdate on Americans in Europe From Trophies to Money:  A Chess Mom on the Southern Open USCF Recognizes Leaders at Awards Luncheon Nakamura to Play for World Against Carlsen in G-Star Raw ChallengeUS Champion Kamsky Wins Mainz Rapids! Tommy He Golden in Brazil Pan-Am Nears Conclusion GM Kaufman on Fischer Random & The Irvine Grind Campaign for FIDE President Heats up Middle EastToby Boas, GMs Becerra & Paragua Share First at the Southern OpenFavorites Prevail in Denker & TOC; Six-Day US Open Schedule BeginsThe August Check is in the Mail Arnold and Melekhina Off to the World Juniors Learning From Your Losses Leaders Emerge in Irvine
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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