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I’m not usually big on metaphors, but I’m finding it difficult not to use one here.  There are two ways to the top of most mountains.  One is the easy way where you climb up the gradual side, take several breaks including a picnic lunch.  In the other way you start by slipping and proceed up the steep edge with no breaks for food or water.  I tied for first in my last two tournaments but the paths to the summit were completely different.  In the Edmonton International I coasted, giving up some draws along the way and scoring 7/9 with only a few rough moments.  In Vegas, I started the tournament with the worst loss of my chess career in recent memory.  After that, I had to win every game just to stay in contention.



I was very nervous going into Edmonton.  This could be attributed to many factors.  I hadn’t played since the World Cup, and that was anything but inspiring from my end.  I’d done a lot of travel, between all the European stuff from the fall, plus a couple stops on the East Coast before heading back to California.  The main reason, however, was that Edmonton had reached well over 40 below a few days before my arrival, and I’d left my winter coat in NH.  I figured after Siberia, why would I need a coat anywhere else?  The field consisted of Victor Mikhalevski, myself, Jesse Kraai, and a bunch of others chasing GM and IM norms.  Despite being a GM for over a year now, I hadn’t really been in the spoiler role before.  The better Jesse, Victor and I did, the less likely it was for those chasing norms to achieve them.  In principle, it isn’t a situation I like.  I remember how hard it was to achieve my norms, and I don’t want to be the one standing in the way of others.  At the same time, it is my job to make them earn it.  Plus, it IS a tournament, and winning is the objective.



Despite these mixed feelings about my place, I played fairly well in Edmonton.  Perhaps I’m secretly a sadist who likes to see others fail.  To be fair, I felt my best game was against fellow tournament leader Victor Mikhalevski.  Victor stayed at the “GM House”  for a week before the event, and he showed Jesse and I all sorts of insanity until our heads nearly exploded.  This made playing him somewhat of a frightening prospect.  I managed to get a very pleasant position out of the opening, however, and finally my attack crashed through on the kingside with devastating effect.
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Even in spite of this loss, Victor proved to be the ultimate roadblock for IM/GM aspirations, as he went 7/8 against the rest of the field.  I mean really man, at least give them SOME hope.  Here is one of his typical victories.
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Though Victor was merciless and I wasn’t being particularly kind, Jesse was having an off tournament, and there were still a couple people in contention for norms right up until the end.  Young Albertan Eric Hansen needed an additional point for his final IM norm, and Marc Esserman required just an extra half a point for a GM norm.  Normally I’d show their best games from the tournament, but I thought it’d be far more entertaining to show a blindfold game they played in the bar on the last night.  
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There is some dispute as to the final result, as Marc claims that Eric resigned, and Eric claims the game was adjudicated.  You can decide for yourself.  Thanks to organizers Vlad Rekhson and Micah Hughey as well as TD Tony Ficzere for the usual well-run tournament as well as good times in Edmonton.



Normally I like to space my tournaments a bit, but I decided to catch Vegas right after.  I haven’t played well in the North American Open for the past several years, and in fact I’ve gotten sick the last few couple times.  You’d think I would avoid the event after this, but I’ve always been an unusually slow learner.  The tournament started with two surprises, one rather nice and one awful.  First they were out of double rooms, so my roommate and I got a suite instead.  The 2nd surprise was not the most pleasant.  I started the tournament with one of the worst losses of my career.  I went down in 15 moves to a 2280.  
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I can’t really explain what happened.  I thought I could sack a rook and get it back with interest, and I even saw the move that refuted it, but somehow I deluded myself into thinking it was still good for me.  So in about an hour my hopes to win the tournament and perhaps get my rating high enough to qualify for the US Championship were dashed in one fell stroke.  The only thing to do was climb the mountain one mad dash, to win the rest of my games without looking back. 



This goal was almost a joke to me at first.  Not that it is impossible, but in practice it is very difficult to win a ton of games in a row, even against weaker opposition.  Along the way you’ll usually miss something or screw up a won position.  Somehow I managed it, however.  I won five games in a row, certainly not with ease, but with as little trouble as I could hope for after such a loss.  With 5/6 I was tied for first with Akobian, and I was pretty beat after such a hike, so we ended up drawing quickly.  My best game was probably the final stretch, as black in the 6th round against rising junior Steven Zierk.
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GMs Josh Friedel, Alexander Shabalov and Alexander Yermolinsky in Vegas, Photo Chris Bird 








I tied for first with GMs Alex Shabalov, Alex Yermolinsky, Varuzhan Akobian, and Victor Mikhalevski.  Most of them had somewhat calmer roads to the top.  Var played probably the most convincing, racking up 4.5/5 and then drawing the final two games.  Here is the long grind he had against talented junior and former U12 World Champ Daniel Naroditsky.
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Daniel himself had a killer tournament, and had a perfect score before losing to Akobian.  Here is his win over tournament co-winner Alex Shabalov.
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While Var and I got to rest during the final round, many had to struggle trying to reach the critical 5.5 mark.  Meanwhile GMs Mikhalevski, Shabalov, and Yermolinsky prevailed to tie for first. 
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Former USCF President Bill Goichberg, GM Varuzhan Akobian and GM Victor Mikhalevski, Photo Chris Bird 
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It's time for me to spend much needed time at base camp to relax and regroup.  



Stay up to date with GM Josh Friedel on his website and look for more from him on CLO in the coming year. For more on Vegas, see the official website  and Randy Hough's CLO wrap-up.
			



		 

				
			Be first to write a comment on this Article
(USCF Members-only)		

				
			[image: Advertisement]		

		



  
  
  		
			

January - Chess Life Online 2010

Carlsen Takes Corus; Nakamura Ties for 4th Americans in Gibraltar at the HalfCarlsen Takes Lead in CorusCarlsen and Kramnik Lead in CorusBest of CLO 2009:  #1The Hare and the Tortoise:  GM Rogers on Corus Chess in Paradise:  Not too Late!The US Chess School in Atlanta:  A Student's Perspective USCF News:  Calling All State and College Chess Champions Best of CLO 2009:  #2Kramnik Grabs Lead in CorusBest of CLO 2009:  #3World Team Lecture Series in Saint Louis Nakamura Falls to Karjakin; Kramnik Defeats Carlsen Kosteniuk Simul Set for Elementary Nationals; Book Your Rooms Now! Americans Arrive in GibraltarBest of CLO 2009:  #4 Lenderman Dances To the Top at Golden State Best of CLO 2009:  #5Nakamura Falters to Kramnik in CorusBest of CLO 2009:  #6US Championship,  Olympiad Qualification and 2011 World Team Championship RulesNakamura Beats Shirov in Corus! The Scoop on Liberty Bell, Part IIBest of CLO 2009:  #7Nakamura Draws in Corus "A", Robson Tearing up "C" Best of CLO 2009:  #8Nakamura- Carlsen Battle Drawn; Shirov Still BlazingThe Scoop on Liberty Bell:  Part I Best of CLO 2009:  #9 Chess-in-the-Schools' MLK  Tournament Draws Hundreds of Players Best of CLO 2009:  #10 Results in for Golden State:  Lenderman Wins Shirov Still Perfect in Corus; Nakamura Holds Anand Svidler on Nakamura:   An ICC Treat Shabalov Grabs Clear First at Liberty Bell The Chessdrum on Helping Haiti Nakamura, Shirov and Carlsen Win Again in CorusJennifer's US Chess League Game of the Year Countdown Khachiyan Leads in Concord Chess Exhibition Raises Funds for Haitian Earthquake VictimsNakamura Defeats Van Wely in Corus Van Wely and Shirov Off to Running Start in Corus; Nakamura Draws Golden State Open Begins Hilton on Not Playing the Pan-AmsCorus Schedule Set Best of CLO 2009:  Meet the Judges and Honorable Mentions  Big Chess Weekend Ahead Silver for the Team and Two Individual Golds:  World Team Closing GalleryUSA Takes Silver at World Team!!Instant Replay:  USA Loses Lead But Hunts for Medals Robson and Rich on the World Team:  US in Clear LeadInstant Replay:  US Wins in Round 7 and Leads World Team Barracuda Alert:  Adamson on the Board and Fish on the Plate!Ray Robson Officially a GM! Nakamura Annotates Gelfand ScorcherInstant Replay:  USA-3, Brazil-1 24th North American Masters BeginsInstant Replay:  USA-2.5, Israel-1.5Instant Replay:  USA-3, Egypt-1Shankland and Sevian Shine in Santa Clara Paths to the Top:  GM Josh on Edmonton and Vegas Instant Replay:  Russia-3, USA-1Robson Annotates US Victory Over IndiaKamsky Wins Clutch Game in ItalyInstant Replay:  US-3  India-1 at the World TeamsStrong start for U.S. at World Team Championship Lost and Found:  An Interview with Jeff Sarwer USA Beats Turkey 3-1 In World Team U.S. Team Arrives, Prepares for World Team ChampionshipSturt,Lapshun and Yudasin Win New Year OpenLenderman Wins the Eastern Open First GM Scalp for Ostrovskiy Kamsky in Italy:  Inspiration for the New Decade! World Team Silhouettes  Pan Am Photo Gallery:  Fun & Games in South Padre IslandThe January '10 Check is in the Mail 
		

				
							
					Announcements				

				
			
					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  

											

							



		 

				

		    

  



  
  
  		
			

	
			


	
   	
		

		

				
			
	Home Page
	Shop USCFSales
	New to Chess?
	Chess Life Magazine
	Chess Life Kids
	Chess Life Online
	Players & Ratings
	Invitational Information
	Upcoming National Events
	Past National Events
	FIDE Information
	Clubs & Tournaments
	Scholastic / College
	About US Chess
	Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
	Forums

		

		  		
			
	
		
        	
			
				Username			
			

			
			

			
				Password			
			

			
			

			
			
				Remember me			
			

			
        	
        	
           	  
        	
        	
        	
        	
        	
        	

		
	
			
				Lost Password?
		
	
				
  No web account yet?				
					Site Registration
			


	
			

		  

    

  





		
				PrivacyDonateEmployment Opportunities RSS

		

				
			© Copyright 2007-2015 United States Chess Federation. All rights reserved.

		

		





