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New York, NY (March 11, 2015) - Chess in the Schools, a New York City-based educational nonprofit organization, announced today it has honored world-renowned astrophysicist and cosmologist, Neil deGrasse Tyson with the inaugural Lewis B. and Louise Hirschfeld Cullman Award for Excellence. The award was presented at the Chess in the Schools 2015 Benefit Celebration at the Plaza Hotel in Manhattan, New York, recognizing Tyson's contribution to academics throughout the country and the inspiration he has given to Chess in the Schools' students.



Neil deGrasse Tyson is an incredible role model for our students, and it was an honor to present him with the inaugural Lewis B. and Louise Hirschfeld Cullman Award for Excellence," said Marley Kaplan, President and CEO of Chess in the Schools. "Our goal is to provide students throughout New York City with the tools needed to excel academically. Introducing students to powerful and inspirational figures such as Dr. Tyson is just another way to help encourage them to follow their dreams. We look forward to honoring many more influential leaders in years to come."



The Chess in the Schools Benefit Celebration is an annual event, bringing together supporters from Fortune 500 companies, celebrities, young professionals and prominent community leaders to commemorate the organization's growth and to announce new initiatives to mentor New York City youth and promote academic performance. Attended by celebrities and notables, such as musician, Aloe Blacc and NYC Council Member, Ben Kallos, the exclusive event featured an exclusive silent auction, entertainment and the opportunity for guests to challenge Chess in the Schools' students to chess matches. The event also acknowledged the many accomplishments of students in the Chess in the Schools College Bound Program, many of whom are slated to attend some of the Country's most prestigious colleges in fall of 2015.



Among the announcements at the 2015 Benefit Celebration was the introduction of the Marley J. Kaplan Scholarship, which honors one graduating senior from the Chess in the Schools College Bound Program for excellent academic performance and leadership during their time with Chess in the Schools.



"We are thankful for our many gracious supporters who have helped make it possible for Chess in the Schools to establish successful chess programs throughout New York City.  They have also enabled us to organize unique experiences to help all of our students broaden their horizons, such as college visits, entertainment and community service activities," continued Kaplan. "Together, we have empowered more than a half-million students, and we are excited for the future."



Since 1986, Chess in the Schools has taught, inspired, and empowered more than a half-million students in Title-I New York City public schools. Through structured classroom, after-school, weekend, and summer programs, Chess in the Schools uses chess as an educational tool to promote learning and to help young people develop skills in critical thinking and problem solving. For more information about events or how to get involved in the program, please visit www.chessintheschools.org or call 212.643.0225.
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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