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						 By Brian Jerauld					
					  
				
	
					February  3, 2015				
	
				SAINT LOUIS, MO (February 3, 2015) -- The recent and undeniable chess swell felt around the nation rises to serve one epic event: the fight for the American throne.



In April, the Chess Club and Scholastic Center of Saint Louis will bring together one of the strongest fields ever to compete for the national title, 12 of America's top Grandmasters who combine for a 2732 rating average. The 2015 U.S. Championship will be held in St. Louis from March 31 through April 14, simultaneously alongside 12 of the nation's top females in the 2015 U.S. Women's Championship.



	2015 U.S. Championship Field

			

				2015 U.S. Women's Championship Field

			

			
	GM Gata Kamsky (U.S. Champion)

			

				GM Irina Krush (U.S. Champion)

			

			
	GM Hikaru Nakamura (Rating)

			

				 WGM Tatev Abrahamyan (Rating)

			

			
	GM Wesley So (Rating)

			

				 WGM Sabina Foisor (Rating)

			

			
	GM Ray Robson (Rating)

			

				 WGM Katerina Nemcova (Rating)

			

			
	GM Alex Onischuk (Rating)

			

				 IM Nazi Paikidze (Rating)

			

			
	GM Daniel Naroditsky (Rating)

			

				FM Alisa Melekhina (Rating)
			
	GM Sam Shankland (Rating)

			

				

			IM Rusudan Goletiani (Rating)
			
	GM Varuzhan Akobian (Rating)

			

				 

			WGM Anna Sharevich (Rating)
			
	GM Timur Gareev (Rating)

			

				 WIM Viktorija Ni (Rating)

			

			
	GM Kayden Troff (US Junior Champion)

			

				WIM Annie Wang (Wildcard)

			

			
	GM Conrad Holt (US Open Champion)

			

				NM Apurva Virkud (Wildcard)

			

			
	GM Sam Sevian (Wildcard)

			

				WFM Jennifer Yu (Wildcard)

			

			


 



Half of this year's championship field features players ranked among the top 100 in the world, including two in the top 10. The 2015 U.S. title fight will feature the first highly anticipated clash between world No. 10 and longtime U.S. No. 1 GM Hikaru Nakamura and GM Wesley So, the U.S. Chess Federation's most-recent acquisition who is currently peaked as the world's No. 7 player.



Neither globetrotter will be able to look past an incredible cross-section of American chess, beginning with five-time U.S. Champion GM Gata Kamsky, who seeks his third-straight national title and fifth in the past six years. Also representing the top players in the world is GM Sam Shankland, America's star gold-medalist from the 2014 Chess Olympiad; two-time collegiate champion GM Ray Robson; and GM Alex Onischuk.



Six-time U.S. Women's Champion GM Irina Krush seeks to maintain an iron grip over an up-and-coming field of American females, including the U.S. youngest master, 12-year-old WIM Annie Wang; and the reigning U12 World Junior Champion, WFM Jennifer Yu. Newly added to the U.S. Women's Championship this year is the $64,000 Fischer Bonus, awarded to any player who can match Bobby Fischer's legendary 11-0 score in the 1963-64 U.S. Championship.



The 2015 U.S. Championships will be streamed live on www.uschesschamps.com, again featuring play-by-play and analysis from the world-renowned commentary team of GM Yasser Seirawan, GM Maurice Ashley and WGM Jennifer Shahade. Live spectators may also take in the action in the upstairs tournament hall of the CCSCSL, which offers additional on-site GM-led commentary as well as food catering included with ticket purchase. Additional event, ticketing and hotel information may be found on www.uschesschamps.com. 
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  
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