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The former Soviet Union is often thought to be the breeding
ground for top players. In Stripunsky’s case, his largest leap of improvement
came after he moved to the United States, in 1997. At this time, he switched
many of his main lines, such as his White Open Sicilian to offbeat lines in the
closed Sicilian. He often catches his opponents off guard in systems they've
never seen, let alone studied. Meanwhile, Alex can relax. Stripunsky is a
specialist in finding positions that are easy for him to play. 




He earned the grandmaster title in 1998, and began to rapidly increase his
rating. He played as often as he could, especially at the Marshall Chess Club,
where he frequently won the New York Masters weekly rapid tournament. By the
21st century he was solidly above 2600. 



He gained respect as one of America’s elite grandmasters in the 2005 U.S.
Championship. He won a beautiful last round game against Alexander Goldin,
tying for first in a field of 20 other grandmasters. His fabulous tournament
came to an end when he lost to Hikaru Nakamura in the playoff match. 



His play in this tournament was all the more remarkable because he had just
suffered a terrible car crash. He dons sunglasses frequently to protect his
left eye, which was badly injured in the accident. 



Stripunsky lives in Queens with his wife Julia Shiber, a WFM. Alex coaches
talented kids in Queens, like the 11-year-old chess master, Parker Zhao.
Memphis is Alex’s second home. He travels there several times a year to
organize and lead chess camps, and to train U.S Championship participant Jake
Kleiman. 



Stripunsky is disciplined when it comes to his chess career; he runs regularly
and works hard at the board. He also appreciates the aesthetic power of chess,
“The more you play, the more beauty you are able to see.” 
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					 US Chess Rated events on ICC!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to ICC
	 US Chess Rated events on Chess.com!  Click for More Info
	Click to	Go to Chess.com
	 Need to know your PIN?  You can request to receive it by email at https://secure2.uschess.org/pin-request.php.
	 Reminder:  As of July 1st, 2014, FIDE rated events must follow FIDE rules
	 Thanks to our US Chess Benefactors!
	Bonus Threshold to Increase in Rating System June 1, 2015.
	K-Factor changes in Rating System.
	Interested in being a TD at a US Chess National Event? Click Here!
	US Chess Invitational Requirements 
	Scholastic National Invitational Event and Award Requirements [and World Youth] 
	2018 Selection Policy for International Youth Events
	TD Certification Rules and Rulebook changes updated (pdfs)		US Chess National bidding brochure
	Reports & Standings pages for Grand Prix, JGP, MAP, top players by state, etc.  

											

							



		 

				

		    

  



  
  
  		
			

	
			


	
   	
		

		

				
			
	Home Page
	Shop USCFSales
	New to Chess?
	Chess Life Magazine
	Chess Life Kids
	Chess Life Online

Jennifer's Blog

Archives


	Players & Ratings
	Invitational Information
	Upcoming National Events
	Past National Events
	FIDE Information
	Clubs & Tournaments
	Scholastic / College
	About US Chess
	Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
	Forums

		

		  		
			
	
		
        	
			
				Username			
			

			
			

			
				Password			
			

			
			

			
			
				Remember me			
			

			
        	
        	
           	  
        	
        	
        	
        	
        	
        	

		
	
			
				Lost Password?
		
	
				
  No web account yet?				
					Site Registration
			


	
			

		  

    

  





		
				PrivacyDonateEmployment Opportunities RSS

		

				
			© Copyright 2007-2015 United States Chess Federation. All rights reserved.

		

		





