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Overview

Chess Life for KIDS! (CL4K) is an official publication of the United States Chess
Federation, published bi-monthly (February, April, June, August, October, Decem-
ber) for scholastic members (age 12 and younger). The United States Chess
Federation is a not-for-profit corporation established in 1939 for the advancement
of chess in American society. Each issue covers news of major scholastic tourna-
ments held internationally, nationally, and locally, with an emphasis on the results of
USCF members.
Instruction is the primary goal of the publication, using analysis and games from the
members, at all age levels. Historical features, quizzes, interviews, cartoons, and humor-
ous articles also have a place in CL4K.

Manuscripts

Form: Submissions via a MS Word .doc as an e-mail attachment are preferred. Do
not format the article in any way! Simply use Times New Roman size 12 font. Do
not embed photos in the article; they should be included as a separate attachment
(see photo guidelines). If games are part of your article, include a ChessBase (.cbv
archived file) or .pgn file as an attachment. The writer should include full name, address,
telephone number, and e-mail address on the first page. Chess notation should be
in simple algebraic (1. e4 e5 2. f4 exf4, etc.). CL4K adheres to the AP Stylebook.
Unsolicited manuscripts, on speculation, are welcomed, but queries with clippings
of the writer’s previous work are preferred. Unsolicited manuscripts and query con-
tents are not returned.

Queries: Please send a written query (e-mail to the Editor preferred,
gpetersen@uschess.org) for article ideas, rather than telephoning the Editor directly.
Once a working relationship has been established, it is appropriate to call – partic-
ularly when working on assignment. Fax and phone queries are not accepted.

Response Time: When your query or manuscript is accompanied by a self-
addressed, stamped envelope (SASE), you can normally expect a response from the
Editorial Department within 30 days following receipt of a submission. E-mail
queries will typically be responded to within a week. The editor will contact you by
e-mail or telephone for additional drafts, information and rewrites or to propose an
assignment.

Writers’ and Photographers’
Guidelines

Editor:
Glenn Petersen
gpetersen@uschess.org

Senior Art Director:
Frankie Butler
fbutler@uschess.org

Editorial Assistants:
Alan Kantor
akantor@uschess.org
Jennifer Pearson
jenpearson@uschess.org



PO Box 3967, Crossville, TN 38557 Phone (931) 787-1234 Fax (931) 787-1200 uschess.org

Publication: All articles are accepted on speculation. Publication of any article cannot be guaranteed. CL4K reserves the right
to edit all copy. (Note to beginning writers – the editing process is frequently misunderstood. Your article may be edited for any
reason, including grammar or simply for length. Typically, if a major rewrite is necessary, your article will be sent back to you for
you to rework based on the editor’s notes.)

Deadlines: Deadline for general submissions is two months prior to the month in which the article is scheduled to appear. For
instance, if you are aiming for the December issue, your deadline would be October 10.

Other Materials: Unsolicited cartoons, puzzles and fillers submitted on speculation are welcomed. Payment is generally $25
upon acceptance for initial work. Subsequent work paid on publication. Rights purchased are the same as those for manuscripts.
Cartoonists may submit sketches with captions and samples of published work. Unsolicited materials are not returned.

Payment Rates for Manuscripts

Standard payment is $75 per page (approximately 500-600 words), unless otherwise negotiated.

Simultaneous Submissions (those being prepared for several publications or markets at one time):
Accepted if you make note of this with your submission. However, we prefer to run exclusive, original material.
Unsolicited promotional material is not paid. Payment is upon publication (60 to 90 days from mail date of publication).

Rights: All payments are for First Time North American Serial Rights, unless otherwise negotiated at the time the article is accepted.

Payment Rates for Photographs

Inside: Color, $35, one time use, unless otherwise negotiated.

Covers: up to $150; negotiable. All rights may be negotiated. Digital photos in high-resolution format are acceptable. .tiff is
preferable, but .jpg accepted. Include who should receive photo credit, a caption, and when necessary, a model release.

Prints: Include full name and contact information on the back of each photo for photo credit and payment to be guaranteed.

For further information contact Editor Glenn Petersen at GPetersen@uschess.org or 732-252-8388


